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| Friendly Reader 55 aſe FN 


THA Ti ts ene View, is 
\ Written: Love, and'I doefire thac 
the herd; by. dis la Spirit, may gibt thee 4 
right Underftending. of tht Truths herein lard 
down. Our Principles and Dditrine have heeu 
very much miſrepreſented, and many of our 
Friends Words and Writings have been wreſted 
and mi rued by many No wanted Charity, 

which 1s the Bond of Perfedtion; the Apoſtle bas 
excellently deſcribed it in his firſt Boll to the 


Corinthians; he ſaith, Charity ſuffereth long, 1 Cor xii 


and is kind, Charity envieth not, Charity 
vaunteth not itſelf, is not puffed up, doth not 
behave itſelf unſeemly, ſeeketh not her own, 
is not eaſily provoked, thinketh no Evil, re- 
Joiceth not in Iniquity, but rejoiceth in the 
Truth: Oh ! that it might prevail among the 
 Chaldret of Men an verfalh, that ſo there — 
be no envying one anotber: Charity is ſo far 
From ſpeaking Evil, or doing Evid, that it 


thinketh no Euil: Though, Faith the Apofile, 1 cor xiii 


I beſtow all my Goods to feed the Poor, and“ 
- | A 2 give 


1 
| 
| 
| 


[ iv ! 
give my Body to be burned, and have not 
Charity, it profiteth me nothing. It were 
greatly to be defired, that all would endeavour 
to excel therein, that ſo there might be an holy 
Harmony amongſt the Children of Men. 


This Treatiſe being ſmall, ; may come into 
many Hands, where ſome larger Books, that 


give @ more full and particular Account of our 


Doctrine and Principles, may not come; and 
if the Obſervations that are made on the ſeveral 
Heads touched upon, may have the good Effect 
to removePrejudice, and open the Underſtanding 
of the Religious and Well. minded, it will very 
much anſwer the Defire of bim who wiſbes well 
to thee, and all Men. SO | 


| BENJAMIN HOLME. 
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| LA LOVE 
To all PEOPLE, ec" 


As che Lord hath been ſa wonderfully 
A gracious and kind to the Children of 
Men, who were gone aſtray from him, that 


he has ſent the Spirit of his Son into their Cal, iv, 6. 


Hearts, to be a Guide and Teacher to them 
it is greatly to be deſired, they may all take 
heed unto it, that thereby they may be en- 
abled to withſtand and reſiſt the Enemy of 
their Souls, in all his Temptations and At. 
faults; for it is certain, as Chriſt ſaid, Vitbous 
me ye can do nothing; we are not able, with- 
out the Help of his Spirit, to reſiſt the leaſt 


Temptation; for in that divine Light, 4vh1cb joha 1. g. 


lighteth every Man that cometh into. the World, 
and gives Men and Women a Sight and Diſ- 
covery of that which is Evil, there is Power 
to enable them to. withſtand and reſiſt the 
Enemy 1a all his Femptations, as they take 
heed to it; but many People are Strangers 


to this divine Light, tho' the Apoſtle Paul 
tells us, how Men may know it ; be faith, 


A 3 All 


L 6. 1 | 

Eph. v. 13. All Things that are reproved, are made manifeſt 
by the Light ; for whatſoever doth make mani- 

Mat. iv. . feſt is Light. It is no Sin to be tempted, if 
Men ſhut out the Temptation as ſoon as it is 
preſqhted; for weread that Chriſt was tdmpt- 
ed.ſgteral Ways, ut he overcame the Tempt-. 

de by reſiſting of him; the Apoſtle James 
„. faith, Ref tbe Devil, and be will flee from you: 
Dro n(gh to: God, 11 he will draw nigh 10 

you, It is to this holy Light and Spirit, that 
lets People fee the Evil when it is preſented, 

that we endeavour to turn the Minds of the 
Children of Men, that thereby they may be 
enabled to withſtand the Enemy in all his 

Rev, xxi, Temptations; we read that The Nations of them 
I + which art ſaued, ſball walk in the Ligbt- of: the 
1 John i, 5, Lambo © use walk in the Light, faith Fobn, 
ac be ig in tbe Light, wwe bave Fellowſhyp one 

with anotber, and the Blood of Jefus Chrift his 

don ciramſet h us from all Sin. If all that pro- 

teſs to be the Followers of the Lord jeſus 
Chriſt, did but walk in this holy Light as 
they-/ought to do, they would ſhew forth 
Chri/hanity in the Purity of it, ang adorn the 
Doctripe of God our Saviour, by their good 
Jn . 20d holy living; we read, The Light ſhineth 
in Darkneſs; and the Darkneſs comprebended 

:4, nat. How many that are Strangers to this 

holy Ligm, which God has caufed to ſhine 

in Mens dark Hearts; have ſpoken evil of it, 

and alſo of many that have borne Teſtimony 

to it? Wi•a read, that the Apoſtle Paul was 

leut to turn Men from Darkneſs to Ligbt, and 


from 


f iT} 
um ide Power of Satan to God. And this 


is the great Labour now of thoſe that are 
truly the Miniſters of Chriſt, to tutn the 
Children bf Men tv that true Light, which 
we kad, Tighteth every Man that cometh into John i. g. 

the Wo 2 This divine Light ought not to 
be rejected, not the true Way of worſhipping 
God deſpiſed, becauſe they may be evilly 
ſpoken of by many that are ignorant of them: 
The Way in which the Apoſtle Paul wor- 
ſnipped God was, by ſome that were Strangers 
to i counted Herefy, and the Believers were Aas xxiv. 
aceouhted a Se? every where ſpoken againſt ; Was xvii, 
and it was ſaid concerning Chriſt, Have any Jl; vi. 
of the Rulers or of the Phariſees believed on hin; 4%. 48. 
but this People who know not the Law are ac- 
curſed. They were fo ng, that they 
connted thoſe that believed in Chriſt accurſed. 
Many of the Children of God have been evil- 
ly ſpoken of by thofe that were Strangers to 
the Lord; Behold, faith John, what manner of : john ins, 
Etve the Father bath beſtoued upon us, that "> 2. 
we ſbould be called the Sons of God; therefore 
the World kniweth us not, becauſe it knew him 
nor. He afligns the Reaſon why the Wotld 
knew then not, becauſe, faith he, it knew bim 
nit. While Saul was ignorant of God, he 
per ſecuted his People; all his Learning and 
Scholarthip did not give him the Knowledge 
of God, not yet the Knowledge of his People; 
And Saul, yet breathing out Threatnings and Ads in. 1. 
Slaughter againſt the Diſciples of the Lord, 3: * 
went wnth the High-prieft, and deſired Letters 

A 4 6a 
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if te Damaſcus, 70 the Synagogues, that if he found. 
| any of this. 2 ay, whether they were Men or 
| | Women, he might bring them bound to Jeruſa- 
| lem ; and as he journeyed he came near Da- 
Þ maſcus, and ſuddenly there ſhined round about. 
K him a Light from Heaven, and he heard a Voice 
ſaying, Saul, Saul, why perfſecuteſt thou me ? 
And be ſaid, who art thou Lord ? And the 
Lord ſaid, I am Ixsus whom thou perſecuteſt ; 
it is hard for thee 10 kick againſt the Pricks. 
It is to be feared, that many do not know, 
pt that it is the Lord by his Spirit that inwardly. 
| pricks them when they do amiſs, Now 
here is the Ground of Perſecution ; when 
Men know not God, nor thoſe that are truly 
| his People, they perſecute the true Worſhip- 
5 pers of God as Hereticks, How many of the 
| Martyrs in Queen Mary's Days, were perſe- 
cuted and put to Death as Hereticks, by thoſe, 
that were ignorant of God ? And how many 
of our Friends have been perſecuted. unto 
Death, by thoſe that were Strangers to the, 
Lord and his People ? But as it was of old, 
ſo it is now, He that is born after the Fleſh, 
perſecutes bim that is born after the Spirit : 
122% 2. We read how Chriſt ſaid to his Followers, If 
the M. orld hate you, ye know that it hated me 
before it hated you : I ye were of the World, 
the W orld would love his own, but becauſe ye 
are not of the World, but I have choſen you out 
of the orld, . tbrefore the World hateth you : 
Remember the ord that ] ſaid unto you, The 
Servant is not greater than the Lord; if they 
bave 


Font 200 nn anal are 6. 


UC 9: F 


have: perſecuted me, they will alſo perſecute you. 
It has. often deen the Lot of many of the 


Followers of Chtiſt, to be roms and” 
reviled; and evil ſpoken of ; but our Saviour, 
to encourage his Diſciples to bear Perſecution, 
and the Reproaches and theRevilings of Men, 


and per ſecute you, and ſhall fay all manner of * 
Evil againſt you falſly, for my Sale; rejoice 
and be exceeding glad, for great is your Re- 
ward in Heaven, for ſo perſecuted they the 
Prophets which were before you. Although 
they that believed in Chriſt were accounted 

arſe by ſome; it was bappy for them 


faith, Bleſſed are ye when Men ſhall revile you, Mat. v. 11. 


| who. did believe in, and receive him, To John i. 12. 


5 them be gave. Power to become the Sons of 
| God. This is the great Bleſſing which they 
have, that receive Chriſt by his Spirit into 
their Hearts; as they are ſubject to him, they 
do not only receive Power to conquer their 
Luſts and Paſſions, but-alſo to do the Will 
of God, and keep his Commands. But how 
many that are Strangers to the inward Ap- 
pearance of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by his 
= Light and Spirit in Mens Hearts, have look'd 
upon it as ſtrange Doctrine to preach Chriſt 


bid from Ages and from Generations, but now 27. 
is made manifeſt to his Saints, to whom God 
would make known what is the Riches of the 
Glory of this Myſtery among the Gentiles, 

which is Chriſt in you the Hope of Glory. And 
when ſome of our Friends have borne Teſti- 
mony 


within e This is the Myſtery which bath been col. i. 26, 


16 1 

john i 9. mony to that divine Light, hich Npbreth 
every Man that cometh into the Morin. many 

have made a Wonder of it, how the Light 

could be in Men; and have fpoken ſightly 
18 olf the Spirit; altho' we read, As Mary ws are 
nem vii Jet by the Spirit of God, they are the Shs of 
Rat vis God. F uny Min, faith the Apoſtie, bath 
9s bt the Spirit of Chriff, Be 15 none of his. If 
Men have not this Spirit for their Guide, 

they candot be Chriftians, hot Members of 

Chrif's Church, aſtho' they may be fri in 
obſerving a great many butward Obſervatidns ; 

Gal vi, 15. for we read, That in Chrift Yeſus, neither ir- 
cumciſiom evaileth any Thing, tor Uncircutttct» 

Jon, but a New Creature. It is as Men come 

to be born of the Divine Nature, being Se- 

ated ane w in Chriſt Jeſus unto good Works, 

that they come to have a tight Underſtanding 

Mat. ix. 25, Of the Things of God; I thank thee O Fa- 
26. ther, ſaid Chriſt; Lord of Heaven and Earth, 
berauſe thott haſt hid theſe Things from the Wiſe 

and Prudent, and haft revealed them unto Babes; x 

even fo Father, for fo it ſeemed good in thy Sight. © 

He that is truly a Child of God, and born of 

his Spirit, has a more true and ſenfibleKnow- © 

ledge of God, and alfo of the Myſteries of 

his Kingdom, than Men in their natural and 
unconverted State can attain unto by all their 

; co; ii, Wifdom and Parts; for we read, that The 
2.668 natural Man recerveth not the Things of the % 
Spirit of God, for they are Fooliſhneſs unto © 

him, neither can he know them, becauſe they 

are ſpiritually diſcerned ; they are beyond his i 

| Reach 
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Reach an Comprehienſion: The A poſtle falth, 
' Prove ail Things; bold faſt pens very 
Now the Way for Men to have a right and 


L on bt. Ah. ron. Heil adi bet bo Stn i 


wo 


1 1 


is good,” I — v. 
cleat Diſcovery of the Truth, is to come to 


that divine Light, which God has cauſed to 
ſſine in Mens Hearts; the A 
who commended the Eight to ſhine out of Dark-* 
nel, bath ſhined in our Hearts, to give the 
Light of the Knowledge of the Glory of God, 
= 7: th Fare of Jeſus Chrift. 


poſtſe faith, God, 2 Cor. iv. 


And as the Lord, 
his Light, gives thee a Sight and Diſcovery 


of the Truth. I defire that thou mayſt em- 


5 brace it, and join with it; The Lord, faith 
the 
in good: And what doth the Lord r Pquire of thee, 
” buttodo 

 bumbly with thy God? Now the Lord, by his 


Prophet, hath ſhewed to thee, O Man, what 


juſtly, and to hue Morey, af and to walk 


holy Light, doth not only ſhew Men "that 
which is Good, and what he requires of them ; 
but he is near to ſhew them that which is 
Evil, in its very firſt Appearance: He that 


 frews to Man his Thoughts, ſaith the Pro- 


phet, he Lord of Hoſts is his Name: The 
Apoſtle faith, Whatſorver makes manifeſt is 


1 Light, and what foever i is reproved, is made 


manifeſt by the Light. Now this holy Light, 
which gives Men a Sight and Diſcovery of 
that which is Evil, when it is preſented, is 
the great Touch-ſtone that we defire all may 
come to. If Men do not take heed to this, 
they may ſoon err . and receive 
and embrace falſe Doctrine, and wrong Prin- 
ciples. And Mens receiving falſe and wrong 
Opinions, 
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Opinions, doth very much open a Door for 


wrong Practices. If Men once entertain a 


Belief, that there is no Poſſibility of their 
conquering and overcoming of their Corrupti- 
ons while here, what Encouragement is there 
for them to war againſt them? Or if they 
believe that there is a Purgatory, or a Place 
in which they may be cleanſed from their 
Sins after Death, it is no Wonder if they live 
ſo as to fulfil and gratify their own carnal 
Deſires and Inclinations, But it is his Work 
that was a Lyer from the Beginning, to-per- 
ſuade Men to believe this ; we do not read, 
that the rich Man that we have an Account 
of in Luke, met with any Place of Cleanſing 
after Neath. And if Men entertain a Belief, 
that God has before ordained a great Part of 
Mankind to periſh, and the Reſt to be ſaved; 
and that the Numbers are ſo fixed, that none 
can be diminiſhed from them that are to 
periſh, - or any added to the Number of them 
that are to be ſaved, what need any Body 
take any Cate about another World? This 


Doctrine doth very much deſtroy Religion 


and Chriſtianity. I believe ſome have been 
ſo darkened in their Underſtandings, that they 
have not ſtuck to ſay, That God has fore- 
ordained whatever comes to paſs; that he 
has appointed the Murderer to murder, and 
the Thief to ſteal, that fo they might conſe- 
quently periſh. How contrary is this Doc- 
trine to what we read in the holy Scripture, 
where the Lord has ſaid, 4s ] live, I have 


ng 
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no Pleaſure in the Death of the Wicked, bur ker 
rather that the Wicked turn from bis Mayr 
and live. We read, that They have built the jer. vii. 3. | 
high Places of Tophet, which is in the Valley Fo 
of th? Son-of Hinnom, to burn their Sons and 
Daughters in the Fire; yet, faith the Lord, 7 
commanded them not, neither tame it into-my 
Heart. Altho' this came to paſs, the Lord 
was ſo far from ordaining it, that ſpeaking 
after the manner of Men, he ſaid, it came 
not into his Heart, It would be abominable 
to ſay, that God ordains all the wicked 
Things which come to paſs. I wiſh that all 
would be careful how they are impoſed upon 
to receive any Doctrines which are repugnant 
to the Doctrine of Chriſt, and the primitive 
Chriſtians, recorded in the holy Scriptures ; 
and- that People would compare their Doc- 
trines with the Doctrine there laid down, and 
ſee how they correſpond. It has pleaſed God 
to raiſe up a People to preach the ſame Doc- 
trine, and bear the ſame Teſtimony, that the 
Apoſtles and primitive Chri/t;ans bore : Jobn 
faith, We are of God, be that knoweth God, 1 John iv, 
* beareth us; he that is not of God, heareth not 3 
u. I deſire that none may reject the Truth, 
becauſe it may be held forth by a People that 
are deſpiſed by many that do not rightly 
know them: For ye fee your Calling, Brethren, i cor. i. 26, 
bow that not many wiſe Men 25 the Fw, 
not many Mighty, not many Noble, are called; 
but God hath” chofen the fooliſh Things of the 
= World to confound' the Wiſe, and God hath 

Sans choſen 


— i - 


— — — — — —— 


_y  - 
— 

—— — - 
. , — * —— 


— — -  _ — — — 
— ſ — — — 
— — — — — — — -- 


1— 8 —_— 1 _ . 


I 44 3 


choſen the weak Things of the World to confound 


Things which are mighty, and baſe Things of 
the World, and Things whych are deſpiſed, bath 
God choſen ; yea, and Things which are not, to 
bring to nought Things that are, that no Ha 
may glory in his Sight, Altho' the maſt of 
them that believed in and received the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, were not the Wiſe, and Mighty, | 
and Noble; yet we may conclude ſafely, that | 
ſome of the Wile, c. did believe in him : | 
And altho' the Generality of them that are 
now come to believe in, and receive the Lod 
Jeſus Chriſt in his ſpiritual Appeatance, ate 
not of the Wiſe and Noble, yet bleſſed be 21 
the Lord, ſore ſuch are come to believe io, 
and receive Chriſt by his Spirit into their 
Hearts; and that all may thus receive him, 

is my ſincere Deſire. art her 


— * * * W |} * 4 1 * 5 9 
* 


1. Concerning the Univerſality of God's Love, 
in ſending His Son 20 die for all Man. 


E freely own, that it is the Duty of the 

Children of Men to believe in Chriſt, 
as be did outwardly appear; and we hold it 
to be abſolutely needful, that they believe his 
Death and Suffezings, and what he has done 
for them, without them, Where it hagplealed 
God to afford them the. Benefit: gf the haly 
Scriptures that daclare thereof; yet we 
believe. this. outward. Knowledge is not fo | 

| abſolutely 


ww een een 
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tial to Salvation, hat that Men 
ved b = Lord, Jeſus Chriſt that 
Rexed ppon the Groß for them, if they are 
dig his Spirit in their Hearts, akhough 
their Lot may be caſt in thoſe remote Parts 
of. the, World, where. they are without the 
nefit of the Holy Scriptyres, and may 
naw: nothing of the. Coming. of Chriſt in 
the Fleſh,; for the Apoſtle Paul in the fifth 
of the Romans ith, As l the Qffence. of One, 
Judgment came upon all Men to Candemnatiun, 
even, ſo. & the Rightequſneſs, of One, the free 
775 * upan all, Men to Fuſtification of 
for as all Men partake of the Fruit 
2 1 0 Fall, by reaſon of that evil Seed, 
him is communicated; unto 
hay Abb inclines them unto Evil, altho 
many Thouſands of them never heard of the 
Fall of Adam, nor of bis eating of the fotbid- 
rult ; 80 we believe many may, and 
receive Benefit by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
WORN 925 e to that divine Light and 


ich is communicated: ta Mankind 

— thro him, altho they. may know 
his. Comipg in the Fleſh, Now 
"We. hold it, abſc . needful; that 

Men jeye in the Neath and Sufferings of 


e.they have the Benefit of the 
N r declate thereof, as is 
10 1 abſerxed; yet all this Knowledge will 
. e e 

ex knom him that died fqn them, to 
ed em out of thaſe Things that unſit _ 


[ 6 } 
for that holy Kingdom, into which nothiing 


that is unclean can enter. 
But becauſe we bear Teſtimony to the 3 in- 


John 3. 9. ward A ppearance of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by 


Heb. ii. 9. 


1 John ii. 


I, 2. 


his Light and Spirit in Mens Hearts, ſome have 
been ſo unkind and unjuſt, that they have not 
ſtuck to ſay, That we deny'd the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt that ſuffered without the Gates of Feru- 


ſalem for us; which is a very great Abuſe upon 


us, for we firmly believe in him that was born 
of the Virgin Mary, that ſuffered upon the 
Croſs for the Redemption of Mankind univyer- 
ſally; and we are ſo far from denying him 
that died for us, and roſe again, and aſcended 
into Heaven, and is come again by his Spirit 
into our Hearts, that we hold forth his Death 
and Sufferings in a far more extenſive Manner 
than many others do; for a great many will 
have it, that Chriſt only died for the Be- 
lievers, and a Part of Mankind; but we 
believe, according to the Scripture, that he 
taſted Death for every Man: But we ſee Feſus, 
who was made a little lower than the Angels, 


for the ſuffering of Death, crowned with Glrs 


and Honour, that he by the Grace of God ſhould 
tafte Death for every Man. My little Children, 
theſe Things corite T untd you, that ye fin not; 
and if any Man fin, we have an Advocate WW: 1 
the Father, Jeſus Chrift the Righteoys : © And 
he is the Propitiation for our Sins, and not for 
ours only, but alſo for the Sins F the whole 
World. Here is the wonderful Love of God 
ſet forth to Mankind univerſally : Therefore, 
a 


tf AF 
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41 by the 90 ence 4 One, Judgment came upon Row. v.12. 
all 4 Condemnation ; even ſo by the Righteouſ- 

neſs of One, the free Gift came upon all Men 
to Fuſtification of Life. So that the Plaiſter 

is as. broad as the Sore, Now altho' we be- 

lieve that Chriſt has, by his offering up of 
himſelf once for all, cleared the Score, ſo far 
| upon the Account of Infants and Mankind 
| in general, that no Man will periſh becauſe 
of the Sin'of Adam; yet we do not believe, 
that the Death and Sufferings of Chriſt with- 
out the Gates of Feruſalem, will render Men 
juſtified and acceptable in the Sight of God, 
except they know him that died for them, to 
tedeem them out of actual Sinning, and from 

thoſe Things that unfit them for the King- 

dom of God; Know ye not, ſaith the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. i. 
that the Unrigbteous ſhall not inherit the King- "+ 
dom of God ? Be not deceived ; neither Forni- 
' Cators, nor [dolators, nor Adulterers, nor Ef- 
feminate, nor Abufers of themſelves with Man- 

hind, nor Thi ;cves, nor Covetous, nor Drunkards, 

nor Reviiers, nor Extortioners, ſhall inherit 

*the Kingdom of Gd; and ſuch were ſame of 

you, but ye are waſhed, but ye are ſancti ſied, 

but ye are juſtified in the Name of the Lord 

144 Chriſt, and by the Spirit of our God. 

ere the Apoſtle 4 clearly ſet forth how 
Men are juſtified. Now this is what we are 
concerned for, that all People may come to 
know the Lord to work a Change in- their 
Hearts, and waſh them by his Spirit; He + Gag 
(aved us by the Waſhi 5 of Regeneration, rel 
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the Renewing of the Holy 2 vuluch * 2 5 
on us abundantly, through Jeſus Chrift our 
Saviour, Now here is Salvation and Juſtiſi- 
cation by Chriſt,” upon a true and right 
Mat. 1. 2. Foundation; And ſhe ſhall bring forth à Son, 
and thou ſhalt call his Name Jeſus; for he ſpall 
fave his People from their Sins. Mark, that 
Salvation from Sin is the Way for Men to be 
ſaved by Chriſt, from the Wrath to come; 
Kom ii. 9, for we read, That Tribulation' and Anguiſh 
will be upon every Soul of Man that doth 0 
Rom, viii, Of the Jew firſt, and alſo of the Gentile. There 
2 is therefore now no Condemnation to them which. 
are in Chriſt Feſus, who walk nbt after the 
Fleſh, but after the Spirit. As Men come to 
witneſs a being waſhed and ſanctified, and 
brought into Chriſt, and know their Abiding 
to be in him, they are redeemed out of thoſe 
F Things that bring Condemnation, - 
1 - If any Man be in Chriſt, he is a new Crea- 
z Lohn in. ture; Whoſoever abideth in him, ſinneth not. 
| 


| * aka „ know that whoſoever i is born of God, An- 
is. neth not; but he that is begotten of God, Leb 
eth hi mpolf and that wicked one toucheth him” 
| 1 John v. not. He that believeth on the Sou of God, hath 
* 5 the Witneſs in himſelſ. This is the Sum of 
l. all, for Men ſo to hve, that they may have 
1 the Witneſs in themſelves, that they pleaſe 
God. We read concerning Enoch, that be- 
| fore he was tranſlated, he had chis' Teſti- 
; 1 John iii, mony; that he plea Jed God. If our Heart 
| 20, % condemn its, God is greater than our Heart, 
| and couch all Things : Four Heart con- 
demn 
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A Jemn us not, then have we Confidence towards 


God. Friendly Reader, whoever thou art, 


that aft condemned and reproved in thyſelf, 
for that which is evil, I tenderly defire thou 
-. mayft turn to that holy Spirit, which doth 


I inwardly reprove thee for it: VI go nor John xvl, 


- away, the Comforter will not came unto yon; 


* but if 1 depart, I will ſend him unto you, and 
. «when he is come, he will reprove the World of 


Sin. The fame holy Spirit that ee 
m P. 


Men for Sin, will not only give the 
over thoſe Things that they are overcome 


OWer 


with, which are evil, if they take heed unto 
it; but as they come out of thoſe Things 


they are reproved for, it will be a divine 


Comforter to them, and they will be in- 
wardly juſtified in themſelves, We read, that 


The Grace of God that bringeth Salvation, Titus is. 
bath appeared to all Men, teaching us, tbat- 


denying Ungodlineſs, and Worldly Luft, we 
ſhould live” ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in 


* this preſent World, looking for that bleſſed 


Hope, and the glorious Appearing of the great 
God, and our Saviour Feſus Chriſt, who gave 
bimſelf for us, that he might redeem us from 


all Iniguity, and purify unto himſelf a peculiar 


People, zealous of good Works, Now altho' 
the Apoſtle has here ſo excellently borne Te- 
ſtimony to the Sufficiency and Univerſality 
of the Grace of God, many are ſo narrow, 
that they are not willing to own, that Chriſt 
has died for all; nor will they allow, that 
faving Grace is given to all ; although we 
N ä B 2 read, 


Neh. ix. 
20. 25, 


Rom ix. 
11, 12, 13, 
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read, that 4 Manifeſtation of the Spirit it 7 

iven to every Man, to profit withal. And 
in the Parable of the Sower, has went forth”. 
to ſow, the Seed fell on all the four Sorts of ©, , 
Ground, but jt did not bring forth Fruit to 
Perfection, ſave only in the good Ground; 
and the unprofitable Servant had a Talent 
committed to him, which was ſufficient for 
him, if he had but improved it; it is . 5 
that the Fault was in himſelf; ſo that if any » 
Man periſh, he is the Cauſe of his own De- 
ſtruction, as it was ſaid of Trrael, Iſrael, 
thou haſt deftroyed thyſelf ! out toy Help is in 1 
me. God gaventbem of bis good Spirit 10 
inſtruct them, but they rebclled againſt him,” | 
Many for want of a right Underſtanding, 
have made a very wrong Uſe of Paul's Words 
in the Ninth of the Romans; For the Children 
being not yet born, neither having done any 
God or Evil, that the Pur poſe of God according 
to Election might fland, not of Works, but of 
bim that ES it was ſaid unto ber, the Elder 
ſpall ſerve the Younger, as it is written, Jacob 
have I loved, but Eſau have I hated. Now the 
Apoſtle doth nat lay, that before the Child- 
ren were born, it was laid, Jacob have I 
loved, and Eſau have 1 hated ; but that be 

aer ſhall jerve the. Naunger; and, as it is 
coritten, Jacob haye 1 re but Eſau have 1 
bated, he has Reference to what is written; 
Read Obadiab; For thy Violence againſt thy 
Brother Jacob, Shame ſhall cover thee, and 


2 Halt be cut Y for. ever, It God had 
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hated | 


4 1 RE 1 | 
. " Hated ants * ordained Pharaoh to periſh, 
before they were born, he would wal been 
ae Keſpecter of Perſons, which is contrary to 
2 the Apoſtle Peter's Teſtimony; : Of a Truth, Aas x 34, 
* 1 perceive, ſaid he, that Gad is no Reſpecter 5 
/ Perſons, but in every Nution he that feareth 
+ him, and worketh Righteouſneſs, is accepted 
: with 52 Here are the Conditions laid 
down, n which all People may be ac- 


cep * of God; for we believe, as it is the 
A WI of God, that all Men ſhould be ſaved, 


1 » ſo he gives to every Man à Day of. Viſitation, 
| n which he inwardly ſtrives with them, by 
4 | * holy Spirit, to reclaim them. He ſtrove 


) watt the People in the old World; 
| * the Lord Ted, by Spirit ſhall not always Gen, vb 3. 
4 ide with Man, y he alſo is Fleſh. 
here was a Time in which they * have 
. been ſaved; but they would not be reclaimed 
from thoſe Things that were diſpleaſing to 
bim, therefore he cut them off in his Wrath; 
and there was alſo a Time in which the 
lababitants of Feruſalem might have been 
gathered, but they would not, and our Sa- 
viour wept over them, and faid, O Jeruſa- Mat. ii. 
lem! Jeruſalem! thou that killeft the Prophets, ?“: ** 
and ſtoneſt them which are ſent unte thee, how 
often would I have gathered thy Children toge- 
ther, tven as a Hen gathered her Chickens un- 
der her Wi ings, and ye would not? Behold your 


"_ is left unto you defolate ! Chriſt did not 
ſay, they could not be gathered, but ſaid, ye 


world not ; ſo that the Cauſe why they were 
* not 


Ir I: 


not gathered, was not in the Lord, bar in 
themſelves : But if God by a ſecret Dectet, 
had before hand determined their Deſtruc- 
tion, why ſhould he have ſent his Servants 
to them, in order that they might be tiber [4 
ed? And what will People make of our 
Saviour's weeping over them, if they were 
before ordained inevitably to periſh ? I wiſh- 
all may conſider theſe Things ſeriouſly 3 tbe 
Rom, iz. Apoſtle ſaith, What if God, willing to ſhew, » 
his Wrath, and to make his Pouer known, ens. + 
dured with nuch Long. ſulfering the Veſſels, of * *. 
Wrath fitted to Deſtructian? And why is this 
Long - ſuffering, but in order that then might 
1 Pet, ii. be gained upon? Why was the Long- fuffer- * 
ing of God, whith waited in the Days of 
Noah, while the Ark was preparing, but aha, 
they might be reclaimed, from their. wrong 
Doings ? When Pharaoh had refuſed to let 
Ed. v. 2. Hrael go, and ſaid, Vo is the Lord, that 1 
ſhould obey his Woice, 10 let Tirael go ?7 know” 
not, ſaid he, the Lord, neither bill T let If © 
rael go; then we read, that the Lord ſaid, 
Exod, vii, I will harden Pharaoh's Heart, and multiply. 
5 my Signs and my Wonders in the Land of 
Egypt. And the Lord ſhewed his Power in 


8 xiv. his Deſtruction, as he did in the Deſtruction 


|s of the old World; but let it be conſidered, 
I that they brought this upon themſelves by. 
if their rebelling againſt him; for why ſhould 
1 the Lord have ſtriven with the old World, 
U if he had determined their Deſtruction be- 
J forehand ? Friendly Reader, I deſire the Lord 


a 21 th 4 « L 2% Þ 
may open thy Underſtanding by his Holy 

- Spirit, that thou mayſt have a right Diſcern- 

ing of theſe Things; Perer faith, Account 2 pet. il. 
that the Long-ſuffering of our Lord is Salva- * '® 
tion, even as our beloved Brother Paul ahl, 
according unto the Wiſdom given unto him, 

- 8 Hath written unto you, as alſo in all bis Epi- 

ies, ſbealing in them of | theſe Things, in 

5 which. are ſome Things hard to he under ſtoad, 

_ which. they that are unkarned, and unſtable, 
ure, as they do alſo the other Scriptures, unto 

© B their eum DeſtrutFion. Peter did not mean 

4 that it was thoſe that were outwardly un- 

I learned, that wrefted Paul's Words; for we 

x read, that he and FJobn were both ſaid to be 

unlearned and ignorant Men; Now when they Ads iv. 13. 

eau the Bolilneſs of Peter and John, and per- 

+ BY cervued that they were unlearned and ignorant 
Men, they marvelled, and they took Know- 

ledge of them, that they bad been with Feſus. 

It, was then, and is now, ſuch as are un- 

learned in the School of Chriſt, that did and 

do wreſt PauPs Words; and if People da 

not come to learn of Chriſt, it is no Won-: 

der if they put wrong and groſs Conſtruc- 

tions upon many Places of the Holy Scrip- . 
tures; but altho' this Place has been made 

very ill Uſe of by many, the Apoſtle Paul 

doth give ample and full Teſtimony of the 

good Will of God to Mankind; I exbort, * W 
ſaith he, therefore, that firſt of all, Suppl. 

cations, Prayers, Interceſſions, and giving of 

Thanks, be made for all. Men; for Kings, and 
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for all that are in Authority, that we ndy 
lead a quiet and peaceable Life, in all Godlineſs 


and Honeſty ; for this is good and acceptable in 
the Sight of God our Saviour, who will have all 
Men to be, ſaved, and to come unto the Kno- 
ledge of the Truth. If the Apoſtle had be- 


lieved, that a Part of Mankind were ordained 


to periſh, before they were born, he would 
not have adviſed Timothy to pray for all Men, 


nor have told him, that it was the Will of 
God, that all Men ſhould be ſaved: So that 
if any Man periſh, as is before obſerved, the 


Fault is in hamfelf ; Say ante them, as I live, 


ſaith the Lord God, I have no Pleaſure in tbe 


Death of the Wicked, but that the. Wicked 
turn from his Way and live. When Iſhall 


Jay to the Righteous, that he ſhall ſurely live ; 


if he truſt to bis own Righteouſneſs,” and cam- 


mit Iniquity, all his Righteouſneſs ſhall not be 
remembered, but for bis Iniquity that he hath 


committed, he Again, when 
T fay unto the Wicked, thou 


if he turn from his Sin, and do that which 1s 


ſhall die for. it. 


lawful and right ; if the Wicked reſtort the 
again that he had robbed, walk” 


Pledge, give 
in the Statutes of Life, without committing 
Iniguity, be fhall ſurely live, he ſhall not die. 
I wiſh that all might ſerioufly conſider this, 
and that all who think they ſtand and are 


ſecure, may take heed left they fall; and 


that they who have gone into evil Things, 
may be encouraged to turn to the Lord, by 
true Repentance and Amendment of Life, 

that 


ſhalt furely die; 


g 


«c 
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that they may 9 Mercy at his Hand, as 


the Prophet ſaith, Let the Wicked forſake bis If. be. 2. 


Way, and. the unrighteous Man his Thoughts, 


and let him return unto the Lord, and he will 


baue Mercy, and to our. God, and he will 
» abundantly pardon. We, are not of their 
Mind that ſay, Once in Grace and ever in 
Grace, or that the leaſt Degree of true and 
ſaving Grace cannot be fallen from ; but we 
believe Men may now, as ſome of old did, 
make ſhipwreck of F aith and a good Con- 


ſcience; and from what is before ſaid, it is 


plain, that a righteous Man may turn from 


his Righteouſneſs, therefore it is good for all 


to be watchful: What T ſay to you, ſaid Chriſt 
to his Followers, I ſay to all, watch.* No 
Man is longer ſafe than he is upon his Watch. 

It was when David and Peter were off their 


Watch, that they fell; and the Miſcarriages 


that are among the Children of Men, are 


. - owing to their Unwatehfulneſs ; not but that 


we believe, the Grace and good Spirit of 
God is ſufficient to keep Men from falling 
and ſinning, and out of all evil and hurtful 
Things, as they take heed unto it: Unto 
which Grace, F riendly Reader, I commend 
thee for Safety and Preſervation. 


2. Con- 
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2. Concerning __ holy Sefipeures? . 
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L'TH O” ſome have miſrepreſented us, 
as. tho we undervalued or diſ-eſteer'd 
| the holy Scriptures of the Old and New 
1 Teſtament; yet we do bleſs the Lord, and 
1 have great Cauſe ſo to do, that the excellent 1 
; Counſel therein contained, which proceeded || » 
from the Spirit of God, is preſerved upon 
Record. to this Day; and it is a great 
Favour that we live under a. Government, 
where we have the Liberty to read them, 
this being a Privilege that many called Chriſ- 
tians are deprived of, in ſome other Coun- 
tries; and I wiſh that all would be frequent 
in reading of them: The Apoſtle Pau/ com- 
„ Tim. ili. mended Timothy, in that from a Child he had 
15, 16, 17. known the holy Scriptures, which, faith he, 
are able to * thee wiſe unto Salvation, * 
through Faith which is in Chriſt Feſus. All 
Scripture given by Inſpiration of God, is pro- 
fitable for Doctrine, for Reproof, for Correc- 
tion, for Inſtruction i in Righteouſneſs, that the 
Man of God may be perfect, throughly fur- 
2 niſbed unto all =; Works. Search the Scrip- 
N tures, faith Chriſt, for in them ye think ye 
have eternal Life, and they are they which 
teſtify of me, and ye will not come to me that 
ye might have * They are greatly to be 
valued, 
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valued, in that they teſtify of Chriſt, in, , 


whom there is Powet to give Men Victory 


over their Corruptions, and Paſſions, and en- 


able them to do he Wil of God; we read 8 
that Chriſt came unto his own, and his OWN John i. 11. 
received him not, but as many as received him, 


to them gave be Power to become the Sons 0 of 


Gad. They that receive Chriſt by his Spirit 


into their Hearts, they receive Power; for 


P - Chriſt's Spirit! 18 Aa Chriſtian's Strength : I can Phil, * 13. 


do all Wings, faith the Apoſtle, thro' Cbriſt 


pbecy of the Scripturs is of any private Inter- * 


of 


©” not the Things ofthe Spirit 


pretation; *. 79 Prophety came not in old 


Time by the * of Man, but holy Men of 
Gad ſpade as f 9 were moved by the Holy 


* "Ghoſt. Now we ſay, the moſt true Inter- 


pteter of the Holy Scriptures, is the Holy 


l i HGhoſt, or Spirit, from which they did pro- 


ceed ; we read, That the natural Man receives 
God, neither 
can be know * ſaith the Text, and there 


is a ſtrong Reaſon laid down for it, Becauſe 


they are ſpiritually diſcerned; they.are beyond 


his Reach and Comprehenſion. For what cor. ii. ii. 


Man knoweth the Things of a Man, ſave the 
Spirit of a Man Ka vhs is in him; even ſo the. 


_ Things of God knoweth ns Man, but the Spirit 


of God. This is the Key which opens the 
Myſteries of the Kingdom of God to Men. 
I take this to be the great Reaſon why there 
are ſuch great Miſtakes about Religion, and 
TAP many put ſuch groſs Conſtructions upon 
many 


» *ohich flrengthens. me. We read, That no Pro- 2Pe.i. 20, 


1 
„ 73 Sh 28 ] « Sf. 
many parts of the Holy Scriptares, as they 
ds, heck they do not come to that divine 
- Spirit which gives a tight and true Unders 
Þ xzzii. ſtanding; as Elibu ſaid, There is a Spirit itt, 
Man, and the Inſpiration of the Almighty 
* giveth them Underſtanding. Till Men come f 
to the holy Spirit of God in themſelves, 4 
they can neither know God, nor the Things 
un. of God ; for we read, That no Man knoweth . 
be Farber ſuve the Son, and he to whomſoever * Y 
the Son will reveal bim. Now if Revelation 
| were ceaſed, as ſome do i imagine it is, what 
| a ſad Condition would Mankind be in 7 For 
| we read, The W orld by Wiſtohn knows not 
God ; there i is no Knowlidas of God, bat 
by the Revelation of his Sop; and it is as 
Men come to have an inward Knowledge ok 
God, that they come to have a right Under 8 
ſtanding of the holy Scriptures, which pro- 
ceeded from the good Spirit of God, LIVER p 
fore we highly value them; though it is to 
be feared, ſome called Chriſtians do diſ-be- 
lieve many of the great Truths therein con- 
tained ; for I believe, that a Man, through 
often cebelling againſt the bog Spirit of 
God in himſelf, may arrive to ſuch a de- 
gree of Wickedneſs, that he may reject. the 
Scriptures, and count them but Fables; and 
| may be ſo far from owning of any Thing 
4 of God in Man, as to deny the Lord that 
| bought him, and according to P/alm xiv. 1. 
1 he may ſay in his Heart, 7here is no God. It 
Þ is the Work of the Enemy of all Righteouſ- 
neſs, 
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* 4, 
4 * to yy. Men that there is no God) | 
and that the Scriptures are but a Fiction, and 
| that Men are not accountable for their Wotds 
» or Actions, and that there are no future Re- 
wards and Puniſhments; that they might 
+ walk at large, and take their full Swing in 
I © Wickednefs, . It is greatly to be deſited, if 
. there. be any ſuch now living, whoſe Day of * 
LG en! is not, wholly over, that have arrived p 
d ſuch a Degree of Hardneſs, and Wicked- — 
nels as this is, that they may be brought to 
+ a Senſe of their-Jaiquity and Error, and be 
ſo truly humbled in Soul becauſe thereof, 
that if poſſible, they might find Mercy at 
the Lords Hand. The better Chriſtian . 
, any Man is, the more true and real Value 
| has for the HolyScriptured, * a 
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3. Concerning WoRsSHIP. 


E live in a Time, in which there is 
great Difference, even among thoſe 
called Chriſtians, about Religion, and the 
Worſhip of God. Difference about Reli- 
ion and the Worſhip of God, is no new 
Big the Jews and Samaritans differed to John iv. gi 
ſuch a Degree, that it ſeems they did 3 
deal with one another, It is very much amiſs, 
where Religion ſours People, and makes 
them rigid, and bitter one againſt another, 
Chriftianity | is Love, and he that is a Ch 
tian 
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ti in his Heart, is full of Pity and Gobd+" 


wil to them that are under a Miſtake in 
Matters of Religion; and the, worſt that he 
wiſhes for all ſuch, is, that the Lord may 
direct them right; for they that have the 
Mind of Chriſt, would not haye any Squl to 
err, Either in Faith or Practice. Our Saviour 
in his Diſcourſe with the Woman of Sama 
ria, has clearly deſcribed the true and ſpiri- 


Ichn iv. 23, tual Worſhip; But the Hour cometh, and nos 


45 is, when the true Worſbippers ſhall wor ſhiÞ the 


Father in Spirit and in Trath ; for the Father. 

ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him. God is a Spirit, 
and they that worſhip him, muſt torſbip him 

in Spirit and in Truth: Now we believe, © 
that as God is a Spirit, he may be truly wor- 

ſhipped, as we are gathered in his Spirit, 
i; tho' there be not a Word outwardly ſpoken 
Mat, xvii, among us, as Chriſt ſaid, w/#here two or three 
= are gathered together in my Name, there am I 
in the midſt of them ; and the holy Prophet 
i, zi, 31, faith, They that wait upon the Lord, ſpall 
renew their Strength: They [hall mount up 
with Wings as Eagles; they ſhall run, and not 
be weary, and they ſhall walk, and not faint. 
Although I believe a great many pious good 
Chriſtians can ſay, as they have waited 
humbly upon the Lord, in true Silence of 
all Fleſh, with their Minds truly ſtaĩd upon 
him, they have enjoyed that divine Comfort 
which has been beyond what they could 
expreſs in Words; yet this of {lent Waiting 

is a great Myſtery to many People, There 
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zs a divine Teacher near Men, even in their 
„on Hearts, which is fufficient to teach 
| | them, as they take Heed thereto. It is to 
be feared, that many People too much de- 
#- pend upon the Teachings of Men, and neg- 
lest the divine Teacher in themſelves ; But: John n, 
s |. The Anointing which ye have received of him, © 
abideth in you”; and ye need not that any Man 
teach you, but as the ſame Anointing teacheth 
you of all Things, and is Truth, and is nd 
Lie; and even as it hath taught you, ye ſhall 
: abide in bim. Now we underſtand the holy 
Man hete to ſpeak in a large Senſe ; he 
, told them, that they needed not that any 
Man taught them, but as the ſame Anoint- __ 
ing taught them, Sc. We do very much 
own outward Preaching and Praying, where 
< it proceeds from this divine Anointing. If it 
pleaſe God to ſpeak by this through any In- 
ſtruments, whether Male or Female, we be- 
lieve there ſhould be Liberty amongſt us, for 
every one to ſpeak as he requires it of them ; 
Fon ye may all Propheſy one by one, that all: Cor. xiv, 
may learn, and all may be comforted ; and the 3 
Spirit of the Prophets are ſubject to the Pro- | 
pbets. And they were all filled with the Holy Ads ii. 4. 
Ghoſt, and began to ſpeak with other Tongues, 
as the Spirit gave them Utterante. We be- 
tieve the true Preaching, and Praying, is that 
which proceeds from the holy Spirit ; We rom, vii 
know not what we ſhould pray for as we ought, ** 
but tbe Spirit itſelf. maketh Interceſſion for us, 
with Groanings which cannot be uttered. I will i Cor. xiv, 
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75 y with the Spirit, and I will, IF 4 with the 
nderſtanding 75 iſo : 1 will ing with the Spirit, « 
and I will 775 with the Uuderſtanding ala. 
Izhis is the Preaching and Praying, and 
Singing, which we own, that is by the Di- 
rection and Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit. 
Now ſome being againſt Womens 9 
in the Church, urge what the Apoſtle faith, 
z Cor. xiv. Let your Mamen keep Silence in the Churches, L 
* fr it is not permitted unto them to ſpeak, but 
they are commanded to be under Obedience, 4 
alſo ſaith the Law; and if tbey will karn any 
thi g. let them aſe their H uſbands, at Home, ; 
for it is a Shame for Women to ſpeak in the 
1 Tim. ii. Church. Let the Woman learn in Silence with 
—_— Subjection; but I ſuffer not a Woman ta 
teach, nar ta uſtrp Autharity over the Many 
but to be in Silence, We do not take this to 
be a prohibiting holy Women to ff peak, 
whom A* Lord calls thereto; and I think - 
it would be very much amiſs to ſay, that the 
Apoſtle Paul was againſt holy Women ſpeak- 
ing, whom God called to ſpeak ; but ſuch 
. troubleſome and unruly Women as diſturbed 
the Church by their Queſtions, and uſurped 
 AutÞority over the Man, which he was 
againſt, we are againſt. If the Apoſtle Paul 
had been againſt holy Women praying, and 
propheſy ing, why ſhould he lay down a 
Rule how they ought to behave themſelves 
when they pray or propheſy ? But. every 
i cor. x. 3. Woman that prayeth or prophefieth with her 
Head uncovered, diſhonoureth ber Head, And 


he 


OY 
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he commends to the Believers divers good 
Women; I commend unto you Phebe our Sie 1 
ter, which is a Servant of the Church, All 

* good Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, are Servants 
to 'the Church. And he adviſed his true 
Yokefellow, 7o help theſe Women which la- 
boured with him in the Goſpel; fo that he was 
an Encourager of holy Women, that labour- 
ed in the Goſpel; we read that Anna ſpoke 
in the Temple, and ſhe was a Widow of about 1 
Fourſcore and four Years, which departed not © 

| from the Temple, but ſerved God with Faſtings 

; and Prayers, Night and Day; and (he coming 
in that Inſtant, gave Thanks likewiſe unto the 
Lord, and ſpake of him to all them that looked 
for Redemption in Jeruſalem. And we read, 
that Philip the Evangeliſt had four Daugh- 

ters, Virgins, and they did all Propheſy. 

And Joel allo propheſied that God would 
pour forth of his Spirit, Fc. But this is Ads! i 16, 
that, ſaith Peter, <ohich was ſpoken by the ” 
Prophet Joel; and it ſhall come to paſs in the 
laſt Days, faith God, I will pour out of my 
Spirit upon all Fleſh, and your Sons and your 
Daughters ſhall Propheſy, and your young Men 
Jhall fee Viſions, and your old Men ſhall dream 
Dreams, and on my Servants, and on my 
Handmaidens, { will pour out in theſe Days 
of my Spirit, and they ſhall Prepheſy. Now 

although Propheſying 1s ſeveral Times taken 

in the Scripture for foretelling Things to 

come, read Jeremiah, and ſeveral other Pro- Jer. wi. 

phecies of the Prophets vet it is alſo. taken 


for 
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Cor, xiv for edifying the Church; But be that pro- 
3, 4 phefieth, ſpeaketh unto Men to Edification, and 
Exbortation, and Comfort. He that ſpeaketh 
in an unknown Tongue, edifieth himſelf ; but le 
that prophefieth, edifieth the Church. Mary 
was ſent by Chriſt to declare of his Reſur- 
John xx. rection, Jeſus ſaith unto ber, touch me not, 
for JI am not yet aſcended to my Father ; but 
go to my Brethren, and ſay unto them, I af- 
cend unto my Father, and your Father, and 
to my God, and your God. And the Woman 
of Samaria was inſtrumental to bring many 
of her Neighbours to believe in Chriſt ; ſhe 
John iv. ſaid, Come fee a Man that has told me all that 
"9, 3% ever 1 did, is not this the Chriſt? And many 
of the Samaritans of that City believed on him, 
for the Saying of the Woman, which teſtified, 
He told me all that ever I did. Now it is to 
Chriſt, as he inwardly appears in Mens 
Hearts by his Light and Spirit, that we de- 
fire all may come. It is he that ſhews Men 
col. 3. 27. When they do amiſs. Chriſt within, which 
is the Hope of the Saints Glory, is a great 
Gal. i. 16. Myſtery to many People. When it pleaſed 
God, ſaith the Apoſtle Paul, to reveal his Son 
in me, that I might preach him among the 
Heathen, immediately I conferred not with 
Fleſh and Blood : Here was the Son of God 
revealed in him, Now that all may have a 
right Underſtanding of the Things of God, 
we deſire that they may come to him that 
hath the Key of David, that opens the Myſ- 

teries of the Kingdom of God to Men. 
4. Con- 


4. Concerning BAPTISM. 


ECAUSE of our Diſuſe of Water- 
Baptiſm, and Bread and Wine, we 
have been very hardly ſpoke of, as though 
we denied the Ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt; 
whenas there is no People that I know of, 
that do more truly own the Neceſſity of be- 
lieving and being baptized, than we do; 
but we do not underſtand it to be only an 
hiſtorical Belief of the Conception and Birth, 
and Life and Miracles, and alſo of the Death 
and Sufferings, and Reſurrection and Aſcen- 
fion of Chriſt, or a being outwardly bap- 
tized with Water, that will entitle Men to 


Salvation; for we read, that Simon the Sor- Ads vill. 
cerer believed, and was baptized, and yet he '7 


was ſo far from being in a State of Salvation, 
that Peter ſaith to him, I perceive thou art 
in the Gall of Bitterneſs, and in the Bond of 
Iniguity. But leſt any ſhould be under a 
Miſtake, and take the Baptiſm of Water, 
to be the One eſſential and ſaving Baptitm, 


hear the Apoſtle Peter: When once the Long- P wit, 
ſuffering of God waited in the Days of Noah, 


while the Ark was preparing, wherein few, 
that is, eight Souls were ſaved by Water. The 
Antitype whereef, even Baptiſm, doth alſo now 

C 2 ſave 
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fave us; not the putting away of the Filth of 

the Fleſh, [mark that] but the Anſwer of a 

good Conſcience towards God, by the Reſurrec- 

tion of Feſus Chriſt, Now it is the Baptiſm 

of Chriſt, by his Spirit, that brings Men to 

that; for it is plain, from the Inſtance of 

Si mon before noted, that a Man may believe 

and be baptized with Water, and be ſo far 

from having the Anſwer of a good Con- 

\ ſcience, that he may be in the Gall of Bit- 
terneſs, and in the Bond of Iniquity, which is 

the very Reverſe of Chriſtianity. A great 

many take the Commiſhon in the 28th of 
Matthew, to be a Commiſſion for Water- 

Mat xxviii Baptiſm ; Go ye therefore, and teach all Na- 
bs tions, baptizing them in the Name of the Fa- 
ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. 

Now here is no Mention of Water. Is it not 
reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that if our dear Lord 

had intended that they ſhould baptize with 
Water, that he would have expreſly men- 

tioned it? Although the Apoſtle Paul was 

not inferior to the chief of the Apoſtles, he 

1Cor.i 14, faith, I thank God that I baptized none of you, 
Ye Criſpus, and Gaius, /e/ft any ſhould ſay, 
that I had baptized in mine own Name; and I 
baptized alſo the Houſhold of Stephanus; Ge- 

ſides, I know not whether I baptized any other ; 

for Chriſt ſent me Nor to baptize, but to 
preach the Goſpel, So that what he did in 

that Caſe, was by way of Condeſcenſion, as 
ani. 3-in the Caſe of circumciſing Timothy, and go- 
ing into the Temple, and purifying himſelf. 
It 


F 


It would be a weak Thing to plead for theſe 
Things now, becauſe the Apoſtle practiſed 
them. Doth it therefore follow, that Water- 
Baptiſm ſhould be practiſed now, becauſe 
the Apoſtle Paul, by way of Condeſcenſion 
practiſed it ? For if he had took that Com- 
miſſion, Mat. xxvili. 19. to be a Commiſ- 


ſion for him to baptize with outward Water, 
. 


we may ſafely conclude, that he would not 
have thanked God that he had done him ſo 
little Service. We do not deny, but that 
ſome other of the Apoſtles did allo, by way 
of Condeſcenſion, practiſe Water-Baptiſm 
but that they were commanded to baptize 
with Water in that Commiſſion, I think will Mat.zzvii, 
be too hard for any Body to prove. It is poſ- 
ſible ſome may be ready to ſay, It muſt needs 
be meant of Water; becaule, ſay they, no 
Man can baptize with the Spirit, or into the 
Power and Spirit of Chriſt. We freely own, 
that no Man, as he is a Man, by his own 
Power can do this; neither can any Man by 
his own Power, as he is Man, heal the Sick, Mat. x 8. 
cleanſe the Lepers, raiſe the Dead, caſt out 
Devils ; and yet we find the Diſciples were 
commanded to do theſe Things. And by 
the ſame Power, by which they did caſt out 
many Devils, and healed the Sick, &c. they 
were inſtrumental to baptize Men into the 
Name and Power of Chriſt. And as I be- Ads xi. 15, 
gan to ſpeak, ſaith Peter, the Holy Ghoſt fell * 
on them as on us at the Beginning. Then re- 
membred I the Ward of the Lord, how * 
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he ſaid, John truly baptized with Water, but 
ye ſhall be baptized with the Holy Ghoſt. At 
the great Meeting we read of in the ſecond 
of As, Verſe the 4th, it is faid, They were 
all filled with the Floß Ghoſt, and began to 
ſpeak toith other Togu as the Spirit gave 
them Utterance ; yet Home of the Multitade 
mocked, and were ſo ignorant of the Ope- 
ration of the Holy Ghoſt, that they ſaid, 
Verſe 13. Theſe Men are full of new Wine 
But Peter ſtanding up with the Eleven, lift up 
his Voice, and ſaid unto them, Ye Men of 
Judah, and all ye that dwell at Jeruſalem, be 
this known unto you, and hearken to my Words, 
for theſe are not drunken as ye ſuppoſe, ſeeing 
it is but the third Hour of the Day; but this 
: mw which was ſpoken by the Prophet Joel, 
It is hard to make Men ſenſible of the 
88 of the Holy Ghoſt, and of the 
ſpiritual Baptiſm, while they are Strangers 
to the Spirit in themſelves; but if it could 
be proved, that the Diſciples in that Com- 
Ma: s3viii Miffion were commanded to baptize with or 
% in Water, which I believe cannot be done; 
how will they that are for the Sprinkling 
of Infants, prove their Practice from that 
Commiſtion, Go teach all Nations, &c. for 
they are not capable of being taught. As to 
: . What is urged of the Jaylor, and all his, and 
of whole Families being baptized ; there is 
no Account that there were any Infants bap- 
tized in any of them. There is abundance 
of Families now; as, we may reafonably 


ſu ppoſe, 
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ſuppoſe, there were then, in which there are 
no little Children. As to that of our Sa- 
viour, where he faith, Suffer little Children 
to come unto me, and forbid them not, for of 
ſuch is the Kingdom; it cannot be proved from 
Scripture, that he baptized any of them in, 

or with Water. But as to this Practice of 
Sprinkling Infants, it is ſo much without 
Foundation in the Scripture, that a great 
many People, who are not of our Society, 
do not hold it or own it. The Way rightly 
to underſtand this Commiſſion, is to come 
to that Spirit by which it was given forth. 

Many urge, that our Saviour was baptized 


of John; he was alſo circumciſed ; doth it Luxe ii. at. 


therefore follow that we muſt be circum- 
ciſed; becauſe he was circumciſed ? For as 
he was born under the Law, he fulfilled the 
Law, and he is the End of the Law for Righ- 
eouſneſs Sake to all them that believe. When 
Chriſt came to John to be baptized of him, 


Fohn forbad him, ſaying, 1 have need to be Mar. . 1. 


baptized of thee. Here Jobn the Baptiſt, * 
who was the Adminiſtrator of Water-Bap- 
tiſm, was ſenſible that he had Need to be 
baptized of Chriſt, with the Baptiſm of the 


Holy Ghoſt: Suffer it to be Jo now, ſaid Verſe 15. 


Chriſt, for thus it becometh us to fulfil all 
Righteouſneſs : So that he fulfilled the Righ- 
teouſneſs of John's Diſpenſation. Jobn has 
very clearly and excellently diſtinguiſhed his 
Baptiſm with Water, from the Baptiſm of 
Chriſt with the Holy Ghoſt, 1 ind. 
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tige you with Water, unto Repentance; but 
he that cometh after me, is mightter than J. 
whoſe Shoes I am not worthy to bear; he ſhall 
baptize you with the Holy Ghof and with Fire, 
whoſe Fan is in his Hand, and he will tho- 
roughly purge his Floor, and gather his Wheat 
into the Garner, but he will burn up the Chaff 
with unquenchable Fire. This is the Meſſen- 
ger of the Covenant, the Prophet ſpeaks of; 


\tal, iii. 1, The Lord whom ye ſeek, Hall ſuddenly come ta 


2. 


his Temple, even the Meſſenger of the Cove- 
nant, whom ye delight in; bebold be ſhall come, 
ſaith the Lord of Tt , but who may abide the 
Day of his Coming, and who ſhall [land when 
he appeareth ? For he is like a Refiner's Fire, 
and like Fuller's Scap : And he ſhall fit as @ 
Refiner and Purifier of Silver, and he ſhall 
purify the Sens of Levi, and purge them as 
Gold and Silver, that they may offer unto the 
Lord an Offering 4 Righteouſneſs. For this 
End the Lord jeſus Chriſt is come into the 
Hearts of Men, by his Spirit, to purge them 
trom their Droſs, and waſh them from their 
Uncleanneſs, that ſo they may be fitted for 
that Kingdom, into which nothing that is 
unclean can enter; this is the Waſhing which 


will avail, for Men to know their Hearts to 


be walked from Wickedneſs ; as it was ſaid 
to Feruſalem, waſh thy Heart from Wicked- 
neſs : The Apoſtle Paul in his Epiſtle to the 


i vl. iv. 3. Hpl. ans faith, there is One Lard, one Faith, 


one Baptiſm ; Job, as is before obſerved, 
Has diſtinguiſhed very plainly between br 
| Baptiſm 
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Baptiſm with Water, and the Baptiſm of 
Chriſt with the Holy Ghoſt. Now what 
we deſire is, that all might come to the Bap- 
tiſm of the Spirit, which the Apoſtle and, 
primitive Chriſtians witneſſed, who could ſay, 


By one Spirit are wwe all baptized into one" Cor. xii, 


Body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whe-; * 
ther we be bond or free; and have been all 
made to drink into one Spirit: (this is the 


one Baptiſm) For as many of you as* have Gal iii, 27. 


been baptized into Chriſt, have put on Chriſt. 
Now this is the Sum of all, for Men to put 
on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the new and hea- 
venly Man, then they will witneſs inward 
Communion with the Lord. 
But why are many of our ſober Neigh- 
bours ſo ſtrenuous for Water-Baptiſm, and yet 
neglect to waſh one another's Feet; when- 
as we read, John xiii, Verſe 1, to 14, that 
our Saviour waſhed the Diſciples Feet, and 
he told them, that he had given them an 
Example, that as he had done to them, fo 
they ſhould do to one another : Now here 
is both Example and Precept for this; and 
if we aſk many ſober People, why they are 
not in the Practice of this; I preſume many 
would be ready to anſwer, that they look 
Upon it to be bur an outward and viſible 
Sign, by which our Saviour ſhewed his Fol- 
lowers, that they ought to ſerve one another, 
and be ready to do the meaneſt Offices of 
Love if need require : And that they do not 
hold the ceremonious Part of waſhing one 
anothers 


42 ] 
anothers Feet to be obligatory upon them, 
as long as they come to the ſpiritual Part of 
what was thereby ſignified, altho' we find 
that this was practiſed by our Saviour : Now 
why they ſhould lay ſuch Streſs upon Water- 
Baptiſm, which we cannot find was ever 
| practiſed by our Saviour, and drop this, de- 
ſerves their ſerious Conſideration : But as we 
diſuſe Water-Baptiſm, ſo we do alſo diſuſe 
the ceremonious Part of waſhing one ano- 
thers Feet, being ſenſible, that they who 
are come to the ſpiritual Part of what was 
thereby ſignified, are come to the End of the 
outward and viſible Signs, 
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5. Concerning the SUPPER, 


LTH O' we diſuſe the outward Bread 
and Wine, we do very truly own the 
ſpiritual Supper of the Lord, which is ſpo- 
ken of in the Revelations; Behold, I ſtand 
at the Door and knock ; if any Man hear my 
Voice, and open the Door, I will come in to 
him, and will ſup with im, and he with me. 
It is what we deſire, that all religious well- 
minded People, who conſcientiouſly receive 
the outward Bread and Wine, may open the 
Door of their Hearts, and receive the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt by his Spirit, that ſo they may 
know an inward Supping with him in his 
King- 


431 

Kingdom; fot we read, The Kingdom of God Lure xvii. 
cometh not with Obſervation, neither ſhall they 20. 1. 
ſay, lo here, or lo there, for behold the King- 
dom of God is within you. I will not leave john air. 
you comfortleſs, ſaid Chriſt our Lord, I vill is. 
come to you. But I ſay unto you, I will not Mat. avi. 
drink henceforth of this Fruit of the Vine,“ 
until that Day, when I drink it new with you 
in my Father's Kingdom. 

He dwelleth with you, and ſhall be in you. 
And in that excellent Prayer, he faith to his 
Father, I in them, and thou in me, that they john xvii, 
may be made perfect in one, and that the 
World may know that thou haſt ſent me, and 
haſt loved them, as thou haſt loved me. We 
bear Teſtimony to the Coming of Chriſt by 
his Spirit into Mens Hearts; and they that 
have known him to waſh them throughly by 
the Water of Regeneration, will know 1n- 
ward Communion with the Lord, as the 
good Chriſtians of old knew; That which wwe 1 John i. 3. 
have ſeen, and heard, declare we unto you, that 
ye alſo may have Fellowſhip with us ; and truly 
our Fellowſhip is with the Father, and with 
his Son Jeſus Chriſt. They were People of 
bleſſed Experience, and it is what we deſire, 
that the Children of Men might come to 
witneſs this in themſelves; for they that are 
come to have Fellowſhip with the Father, 
and with the Son, are come to the End of 
the outward Bread and Wine, even to the 
Glory of the Goſpel Diſpenſation, which is 
a Diſpenſation of Enjoyment ; for as Men 

are 
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are inwardly reconciled, and brought into 
Favour with God, they come to know a 
Feeding of that divine and living Bread . 
Johnvi. 51, which comes down from Heaven; J am, 
ſaid Chriſt, the living Bread which came 
down from Heaven ; ; if any Man eat of this 
Bread, be ſhall live for ever ; and the Bread 
that 1 will give, is my Fleſh, which TI will 
give for the Life of the World. He that eat- 
eth my Fleſh, and drinketh my Blood, dwelleth 
in me, and I in him. It is as Men witneſs 


Experience, what a bleſſed Thing it is to 
have inward Communion with Chriſt. It is 
the great Bleſſing of Wiſdom's Children, that 

Prov. viii, ſhe brings them to the Subſtance ; [ Wiſdom 
20, 21 lead in the Way of Righteouſneſs, in the Miaſt 
of the Paths'of Judgment, that I may cauſe 

thoſe that love: me to inherit Subſtance ; and I 

will fill their Treaſures. Reader, this is what 

is deſited for thee, that thou mayſt come to 

the Subſtance, that ſo thou mayſt know a 

Feeding. of that divine and ſpiritual Bread 

which can only ſatisfy the Soul, and a 

Drinking of the Wine of the Kingdom; 

but it is hard to make the natural Man fen- 

ſible. of theſe Things; they are beyond his 

Reach and Comprehenſion. When our Sa- 

lohn iii 3, viour told Nicodemus, That except a Man be 
4 born again, he cannot ſee the Kingdom of God; 
Nicodemus ſaith unto him, How can a Man 
be born when he is old; can be enter the ſecond 
Time int9 hes Mother's Wu amb, and ve born? 
Not- 


this, that they can ſpeak from their own. 


J 
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Notwithſtanding that he was a Ruler of the 
Jeros, he argued very groſly; and how many 
when we have borne Teſtimony to the in- 
ward Appearance of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
by his Light and Spirit in Mens Hearts, have 
made very ſtrange of it, and been ready to 
ſay, How can this be? And when-we have 
ſpoken of Mens having inward Fellowſhip 
with the Father, and with his Son, while 
they are upon the Earth, many cannot un- 
derſtand how this can be, although the pri- 
mitive Chriſtians had it in their own Expe- 
rience, as is before obſerved. The Apoſtle 


ſaith, Neither Circumciſion availeth any Thing, Gal. vi. 15. 


nor Uncircumciſion, but a New Creature. It 
doth not avail in the Sight of God, whether 
a Man be baptized with Water, or not bap- 
tized with Water; or whether he receives 
the Bread and Wine, or doth not receive it, 


if he be not a new Creature: We read, : cor. v. 17. 


any Man be in Chriſt, he 1s a new Creature ; 
and as is before obſerved, except a Man be 
born again, he cannot ſee the Kingdom of. God. 
We greatly defire that all People might have 
this in their own Experience, that ſo they 
might walk as become the Children of God, 
and manifeſt themſelves to be the Followers 
and Diſciples of Chriſt, by their living agree- 
ably to his Doctrine; for I count that is the 
greateſt outward viſible Sign, that any Man 
can give, that he is truly a Chriſtian, and a 
Member of Chriſt's Church, for him to live 
agreeably to the Doctrine of Chriſt ; By this, 

ſaid 


[ 46 ] 


ſaid our Saviour, ſhall all Men know that ye 
are my Diſciples, if ye love one another, Now, 
to love one another, to love our Enemies, to 
do Good for Evil, to forgive Injuries, to be 
juſt and merciful, and walk humbly, as 
Chriſtians ought to do, are good outward 
viſible Signs; but we believe no outward 


Eph. v. 27. Obſervations will make Men Chriſtians, and 


Members of that pure Church which Chriſt 
came to preſent to God, without Spot or 
Wrinkle, or any ſuch Thing, but that it 
ſhould be holy and without Blemiſh, if they 
do not know the Lord to work a Change in 
their Hearts, and redeem them out of thoſe 
Things which unfit them for his holy King- 
dom ; the Apoſtle faith, He is not a Jew 
that is one outwardly ; nither is that Circum- 
cifion, which is outward in the Fleſh: But he 
is 4 Jew which is one inwardly ; and Circum- 
ciſion is that of the Heart in the Spirit, and 
not of the Letter, whoſe Praiſe is not of Men, 
but of God. As a Man's being outwardly 
circumciſed, and obſerving a great many 
FJeuiſßh Rites and Ceremonies, did not make 
him a true and real Jeu, if he was not one 
in his Heart; ſo it may be truly ſaid, he is 
not a Chriſtian, that is only one outwardly, 
although he has been outwardly baptized, 
and received the Bread and Wine, and ob- 
ſerved a great many outward Obſervations : 
It he is not one in his Heart, all his out- 
ward Obſervations will not render him ac- 
ceptable in the Sight of God. What availed 

all 
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all the Jes outward Oſervations while the: 
lived in thoſeThings that diſpleaſed the Lord? 
He that killeth an Ox, is as if he flew a Man; ia 1x1. 3. 
he that ſacrificeth a Lamb, as if he cut off a* 
Dog's Neck ; he that offereth an Oblation, as 
F he offered Swines Blood; he that burneth 
Incenſe, as if he bleſſed an Idol: Yea, they have 
choſen their own Ways, and their Soul delight- 
eth in their Abominations. I alſo will chuſe 
their Delufions, and will bring their Fears 
upon them; becauſe when I called, none did 

_ anſwer ; when I ſpake, they did not bear; but 
they did evil before mine Eyes, and choſe that 
in which I delighted not. Here is the Reaſon 
laid down, why the Lord was angry with 
them. Theſe Things afford great Inſtruction 
and Caution; and I deſire that all may learn 
from what ſuch brought upon themſelves, 
through their chuſing their own Ways, and 
delighting in their Abominations, to beware 
of doing the like ; but they that are Chriſt's 
and Chriſtians 1n reality, are crucified to the 
World, with the Affections and Luſts there- 
of; and we defire that all who are called 
Chriſtians, may demonſtrate themſelves to 
be ſuch, by their ſo doing, that they may 
witnefs the ſpiritual Communion and Supper 
here ſpoken of, There are many religious 
People, particularly in Holland, who do not 

profeſs to be of our Society; though they 
do not clearly ſee beyond the Uſe of Water- 
Baptiſm, and Bread and Wine, do join with 


us in oppoſing Swearing upon any ** 3 
cauſe 


* 


1 
( 
| 
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becauſe they are convinced, that all Swearing 


Mar. v. 36 is forbidden by Chriſt ; But 1 ſay unto you, 


355 36 53 


Swear not at all; ; neither by Heaven, for it 
is God's Throne; nor by the Earth, for it is 
his Footſtool ; neither by Jeruſalem, for it ts 
the City of the great King; neither ſbalt thou 
Swear by thy: Head, becauſe thou canſt not 
make one Hair white or black; but let your 
Communication be Yea, Tea; Nay, Nay ; for 
whatſoever is more than theſe, cometh of Evil. 


Jam. v. 12. And the Apoſtle James faith, But above all 


Things, my Brethren, Swear not ; neither by 
Heaven, nor by the Earth, neither by any 
other Oath ; but let your Yea, be Yea; and 
your Nay, Nay ; ; leſt you fall into Condemna- 
tion. They are alſo one with us in oppoſing 
Fighting, becauſe they look upon it to be 
contrary to his Doctrine, that taught his Fol- 


Mat. v. 44. lowers to love their Fame ; But I ſay unto 


Mat, x, $. 


you, love your Enemies, bleſs them that curſe 
you, do Good to them that hate you, and pray 
for them which deſpitefully uſe you, and perſe- 
cute you. They are of our Minds, that the 
Miniſtry ſhould be free ; for they look upon 
it to be contrary to Chriſt's Doctrine, for 
Men to preach for Hire, and worldly Ends, 
who ſaid to his Miniſters, Freely ye have 
received, freely give; and they are likewiſe 
one with us, in holding forth the univerſal 
Love of God to Men. Now although there 
be many that are purely conſcientious for the 
Uſe of Water-Baptiſm, and Bread and Wine, 
we have a great deal of Charity for all ſuch ; 


for 
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for many that are now joined in Society with 
us, were once as much'forithe Uſe! 'of- theſe 
Thiogs, as many well-minded People now 
are; and as the Lord has mercifully brought 
many of us, in a good degree, to witneſe 
the ſpiritual Baptiſm and Suppet, we deſire vw 
that others might be brought to the Expe- 
rience thereof in themſelves; and he that 
witneſſes the Subſtance of what many allow 
that Water-Baptiſm and Bread and Wine, 
to be out ward and viſible Signs of, is come 
to the End of the Signs; for I hope I may 
be ſafe in ſaying, all Signs end in their Sub- 
ſtance. Now as we have Charity for all 
them, who do conſoientiouſly uſe; theſe 
Things, we think they ought to have Cha- 
rity for us, if we diſuſe them; becauſe we 
believe they are ceaſed in point of Obliga- 

tion ; and we read; That whatſoever is not Rom. xiv, 
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- Fils Dodtine of Perfe#ion ſeems © 
1 very ſtrange and novel, to many that 

/ witneſs but little Victory in themſelves, over 

5 their Luſts and Paſſions; and the Enemy of 

8 Man's Happineſs has perſuaded many People 

x to believe, that there is no Poſſibility of over- 

1 coming their Corryptions- and Sins, while 
8 D : they 

Ir 
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becauſe they are convinced, that all Swearing 
2 is forbidden by Chriſt; But 1 ſay unto you, 
35» 3037" gear not at all; neither by Heaven, for it 
is God's Throne; nor by the Barth, for it ts 
his Footſtool ; neither by Jeruſalem, for it is 
the City of the great King; neither ſhalt thou 
Swear by thy: Head, becauſe thou canſt not 
make one Hair white or black; but let your 
Communication be Yea, Yea; Nay, Nay; for 
whatſoever is more than theſe, cometh of Evil. 
Jam, v.12: And the Apoſtle James faith, But above all 
Things, my Brethren, Swear not ; neither by 
Heaven, nor by the Earth, neither by any 
other Oath ; but let your Yea, be Yea; and 
your Nay, Nay ; leſt you fall into Condemna- 
tion. They are alſo one with us in oppoſing 
Fighting, becauſe they look upon it to be 
contrary to his Doctrine, that taught his Fol- 
Mat. v. 44 lowers to love their Enemies; But IT ſay unto 
you, love your Enemies, bleſs them that curſe 
you, do Good to them that hate you, and pray 
for them which deſpitefully uſe you, and perſe- 
cute you. They are of our Minds, that the 
Miſtry ſhould be free ; for they look upon 
it to be contrary to Chriſt's Doctrine, for 
Men to preach for Hire, and worldly Ends, 
Mat, x, 8. Who ſaid to his Miniſters, Freely ye have 
received, freely give ; and they are likewiſe 
one with us, in holding forth the nie 
Love of God to Men. Now although there 
be many that are purely conſcientious for the 
Uſe of Water-Baptiſm, and Bread and Wine, 
we have a great deal of Charity for all ſuch ; 
for 
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for many that are now joined in Society with 

us, were once as much forithe Uſe of - theſe 
Thiogs, as many well-minded People now 

are; and as the Lord has mercifully brovuti 

many of us, in a good degree, to witneſs 
the ſpiritual Baptiſm and Supper, we defire 

that others might be brought to the Expe- 

rience thereof in themſelves ; and he that 
witneſſes the Subſtance-of what mah allow 

that Water-Baptiſm and Bread and Wine, 

to be outward and viſible Signs of, is come 

to the End of the Signs; for I hope I may 

be ſafe in ſaying, all Signs end in their Sub- 
ſtance. Now as we have Charity for all 
them, who do conſcientiouſly . uſe theſe 
Things, we think they ought: to have Cha- | 
rity for us, if we diſuſe them; becauſe. we I 
believe they are ceaſed in point of Obliga- 1 
tion ; and we read; That er 75 not Rom. xiv, | 
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3 H1S Doctiine of Perfection ſeems © © 
"T2 very ſtrange and novel, to many that 
1 | witneſs but little Victory in themſelves, over 
5 their Luſts and Paſſions; and the Enemy of 
3 Man's Happineſs has perſuaded many People 
3 believe, that there is no Poſſibility of ovet- 
a aca, their Corruptions- and Sins, while 
2 Ws D : they 


* 
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they gre here upon the Earth, that ſo they 


may be quiet and eaſy in them ; or of going 
God's Will, and keeping his Commands, that 
ſo they may not endeayour * it. Now we 
Pret. xvii. believe that God's Ways are equal ; i nat 
by my Way, faith the Lord, equal God is juſt 
in all his Doings, and requires no more of 
Men than he gives them Ability to perform. 

If God require that of Men which they 

were not able, neither of themſelves, nor 

by any Grace received, to perform, then it 
minht be ſaid, that bis Ways were unequal, 

and that he was an hard Maſter; but that 

would be abominable to charge upon the 
Almighty, who is full of Juſtice and Equity. 

El. * The wiſe Man ſaith, Fear Gad and keep bis 
Commandments, far this is the whole Duty of 
Man. Now if God requires this of Men, 

as to be fare he doth ; then there is « Poſli- 

bility of it, or elſe, as is befare obſerved, his 
Ways are unequal ; but it is far from the 
Children of God to charge him with Injuſ- 
tice. The difobedient and rebellious People 
of Ifrart ſaid, that the Way of the Lord was 
Erek. xvii, hot equal; Ter ſaith the Houfe of Iſrael, the 
* the Lord is not equal: O Houſe of 
Ifrael, are vat my Ways equal? Are not your 

Ways unequal ? Therefore I will judge you O 
Houſe of Iſrael, every Man according to his 

Ways, faith the Lord God : Repent and turn 

J 4 from all your Tranſgreſious, jo Ini- 
— foall not be your Ruin. Now Reader, 


From this thou mayſt gather what Sort of 
People 
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People they were, that faid the Way of the 
ord was, not equal. And we read in the 
Parable of the Talents, that it was the un- 
== ar Servant that complained of his 


«dl 


rd; Then he which had received the one Mat xv. 


Talent, came and ſaid, Lord, I knew thee,” 
that thou art an hard Man, reaping where 
thou haſt not ſawn, and gathering where thou 
haft not firawed. 
Now we do not read, that the good Ser- 
yants that had improved the Talents, com- 
plaingd of their Lord ; but we freely own, 
that no meer Man of himſelf, by his own 


Power, as he is a Man, can do the Will of 
God, and keep his Commands; yet we be- 
lieye there is Power in that divine Grace, 
that the Apoſtle faith, has appeared to all 
Men to epable them to overcome thoſe 


D 2 enable 


* 
%. 


'v 
3 
4 
. 
| 
* 
* 
Di 
k 4 
. 
: 
* 
7 
* 
3H | 
ax 
"I 
= x 
Ph - 
l! 
1 
1 i 
FF” 
» 
E 
141 
, 
+ 
oy 
| 
1 
p 
11 
Fr 


( 52 ] 
enable Men to do his Will, and keep his 
Commands, as they take heed unto it; 1 am 
able, faith the Apoſtle, through Chriſt, who 
Rrengthens me, to do all Things. 

It doth not conſiſt with the Wiſdom of 
the Holy Ghoſt, that thoſe gracious Promiſes 
which are made conditionally upon Mens 
overcoming, and doing the Commands of 
God, ſhould be made as if there were no 

Rev. ui. 7 Poſſibility of it; as He that overcomes, ſhall 
inherit all Things, and I will be his God, and 

Rev. iii, 3. He ſhall be my Son. He that overcoimeth, the 
ſame ſhal' he cloatbed in white Rai ment, and 1 

will not blot out his Name out of the Book of 

Life, but I will confeſs him before my Father, 

Rev. iii. 12. An before his Angels. Him that overcometh, 
will I make a Pillar in the Temple of my God, 

and be (hall go no more out ; and 1 will write 

upon him the Name of my God, and the Name 

of the City of my God, which 15 New Jeruſa- 

lem, which cometh down out of Heaven from 

my Ged; and I will write upon him my new 

Rev. ii. 17. Name. To him that overcometh, will I give 
to eat of the hidden Manna, and will give bim 

a white Stone, and in the Stone, a new Name 
written, which no Man knoweth, ſaving he 

Rev. ii. 11. hat recerveth it. He that overcometh, ſhall 
Rev. zxii. nor be hurt of the ſecond Death. Bleſſed are 
* they that do his Commandments, that they may 
have Right to the Tree of Life, and may enter 

Rev ii. 21- in through the Gates into the City. To him 
that overcometh, will J grant to fit with me 

on my Throne, even as ] have overcome, and 

L VS am 
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am fet down with my Father in his Throne. 
He that overcometh, ſhall enter in through the 
Gate into the holy City. And hereby wwe do: johns. 
know that we know him, if we: keep his Com-% „ 6. 
mandments. He that ſaith, I know him, and 
| keepeth not his Commandments, is a Lyar, and 
the Truth is not in lim; but whoſo keepeth bis 
Word, in him verily is the Love of God per- 
fected; hereby know we that we are in him. 
He that ſaith, he abideth in him, ought him- 
ſelf alſo to walk, even as be walked. O that 
Chriſtians, fo called, would confider how 
they ought to walk ! It is very unjuſtifiable 
to deny Perfection, for we read, that Cbriſt Eph. v. 27, 
came to preſent the Church to God without Spot 14, 13, * 
or Wrinkle, or any ſuch Thing ; but that it 
ſhould be holy and without Blemiſh. And be 
gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, and 
ſome Evangeliſts, and ſome Paſtors, and Teach- 
ers, for the perfecting of the Saints, for the 
Work of the Miniſtry, for the edifying of the 
Body of Chriſt ; till we all come in the Unity 
of the Faith, and of the Knowledge of the Son 
of God, unto a perfect Man, unto the Meaſure 
of the Stature of the Fulneſs of Chriſt, And 
the Scriptures are for the making of the Man 
of God perfect through Faith in Chriſt Jeſus. 
All Scripture is given by Inſpiration of God, 2 Tim. li. 
and is profitable for Doctrine, for Reproof, for 
Correction, for Inſtructian in Righteouſneſs ; 
that the Man of God may be perfect, thoroughly 
furniſhed unto all good Warks, And the 
Apoſtle laboured to preſent Men perfect; 
Re ſpeaking 
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Col, i. 28. ſpeakibg of Chrift wit hin, the Hope "of Glory, 


Man, 22 teaching every Man in all Wiſ- 


he faith whom we preach, rey. ec Putt 


dom, that we may preſent every Man perfet? 
in Cbrift Yeſus. Why ſhould they Teach and 
Preach for this End, if there was no Poſſi- 
bility of attaining it? Yet many have borne 
hard upon us for aſſerting ſuch Poſſibility, 

altho it be the Doctrine of Chriſt. If it 4 
but well donſidered, I think they hold Per- 
fection to a great Degtee, — are called 
God-fathers, and God-mothers, that do pro- 
miſe und vow three Things in the Name of 2 


see die Child When it is fptinkled, viz. That it _ | 


Church of 
England's 


for ſake the Devil and all bis Works, be 


Catechitm, ah Vanities of this wickłrd World. with all 


Jom. vii. 
28. 


found in the Prattice of what they 
promiſe for another. It is certain, Chriſiun: 


no Victory over Sin while here, do urge that 
of 'the Apoſtle Paul, where he faith, For T 


the ji Ane Ly Y £4 the Fleſh ; and that it hal 
4 C ill, and keep his Commanid- 
ments, "and Salk in the ſame Tl the Days of 
3ts Life, I with they themſelves Wer be 


here 


-onght to be as like Chriſt as it's poſtible for 
Men and Women to be, and to Walk even 


us he walked, as far as they are capable. 


He was toly, humble, meek, and mer- 
Fiful ; but how much the teverſe are too 
many that profeſs to be his Followers? Many 
who ate for Impetfection, and ſay, there 


know that in nie, that is in my Fleſh, Jwelleth 


* good Nung; for 70 ll ts Preſent with me, 


but 
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Biel Bow fo perform that tobirb it good, I find 
wit ; for Hoe Gord tha I would, that I db tit; 
bitt the Evil which T would not, thut 1 as. 
And Verſe 21, he faith, 1 find then 4 Litw, Rom. vil. 
that when I would dy Good, Kal is pre * 1 
with me; for I delight in the Law e 
after the imoard 124. but I ſee another How: 
in n Members, warring againſt the Law of 
my Mind, and bringing me into Captioty 
60 the Law of Sin, which is in my Members: 
O ON Man that I am ! who ſhall deliver 

me from the Body of this Death? If the 
Reader pleaſe, rn may read the whole C 

ter through for his own Satisfaction; but we 
may not reaſonably ſuppoſe this to be the 
Apoſtle's preſent State, but rather 8 
che Eeartaf State of others, or himfelf befo 
Converſion, when he faith, Verſe 14. Bur J 
am carnat, fold under Sin; for we believe he 
was in a happy State and Condition when he 
wrote that Epiſtle ; as he faith in the fixtli 
Chapter, Verſe 2, How Hall we that are dead 
to Sin, live any honger therein? And in the 
eighth Chapter, Verſe 1, There is therefore 
row no Condenination fa them which are in 
Cbyit Fefus, who walk' not after the FlſÞ, 
33 Sylrit; for r - 
ir of Life in Chrift Jeſus, Bath made me 
from the Law of Sin and Death. I with Neat 
alt might come to experience theſe Things 
im themſelves. Now Reader, If thou wile 
obſerve, altho* many ſay, that there is no 
Freedom from Sin on this Side of the Grave, 
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the Apoſtle ſaith in the ſixth of the fame 
Epiſtle, Verſe 22, to the believing Romans, 
But now being made free from Sin, and be- 
come Servants to.God, ye have your Fruit unto 
- -* Holineſs, and the End everlaſting Life. And 
r John fl. John faith in his firſt Epiſtle, I have written 
"0 unto you young, Men, becauſe ye are ſtrong, and 
the 2 ord of God abideth in you, and ye have 
overcome the wicked one. May all come to 
the Experience of this in themſelves. The 
Apoſtle Paul faid to the believing Coloſſians, 
Coll, ii. to. That hey were compleat in bim, which is 
Head of- all Principality and Power. The 
: Per. ii, o. Agotle Peter told the Believers, That they 
were à choſen Generation, à royal Prieſthood, 
an holy Nation, a peculiar People, that they 
. might ſbe forth the Praiſes of bim who had 
cated them out of Darkneſs into his marvellous 
Light. 10 be ſure theſe did not break the 


Commands of God daily, in Thonght, Word 


* 


Jcha v, and;Deed. Mie know that the, Son , God 1s 
20. =” 


come, and bath given us an Underſlanding, that 
doe may know him that is true; and we are in 
him that.is true, even in his Son Jeſus.Chrift :. 

This is the-true God, and eternal Life. Be- 

Joan 3. 1. g/d nobat..manner of Love the Father | hath 
beſtewed upon us, that we ſhould be. called the 

Sons of, God ; - therefore the World knoweth us 

i lohn iii, not, becauſe it knew. Bini nol ..- Beloved, No 
„ = gre werthe Sons of God, and it doth not yet 
77 707 what , ve ſhall. be ; but ade know that 
sen be (ball appear, we ſhall be like him; 

/or we ſhall fee him as le is. And every Man 
e that 


* 
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that bath this Hope in him, purifieth himſelf, 
even as he is pure. Tohn faith, Whoſoever i John iii, 
abideth in him, ſinneth not. Whoſoever is born ©: 
of God, doth not commit Sin; for his Seed re- 
maineth in him, and he cannot ſin, becauſe he 

it born of God, It is contrary to the divine 
Nature to fin ; and as Men are born of. it, 
they will not only know a ceaſing from Sin, 
but it will be their Pleaſure and Delight to 
do the Will of God: Except a Man be born 
again, be cannot ſee the Kingdom of God. Un- 
leſs Men are born of the divine and heavenly 

Nature, they can never come to do the Will 
of God, nor keep his Commands; for it is 
impoſſible for Men, while they are in the 
fallen and degenerate State, to do God's Will, 
and walk in his Way; we read, That Enoch 
walked with God ; and before he was tranſ- 
lated, the Text faith, He had this Teflimony, 

. that he pleaſed God, Heb. xi. 5. And con- 
cetning Zacharias and his Wife Elizabeth, 
the Text ſays, Luke i. G. They were both rigb- 
teous before God, walking in all the Command- 
ments and Ordinances of the Lord; blameleſs : 
And that all might take ſuch heed to that 
divine Grace and good Spirit, which God has 
graciouſly ſent into their Hearts, that they 
might walk in all well-pleaſing before him, 
and in the End have an Inheritance amongſt 
them that are ſanctified, is my ſincete Deſire. 
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Tc Concerning the R ESURRECTION, 


ECAUSE we do not hold with a great 

many People in their groſs Concep» 

tious concerning the Reſurrection, therefore 

fome have not ſtuck to ſay we deny it; but 

we believe firmly, that there will be a Re- 

Rev. xx. ſurtection of the Juſt and Unjuſt, and that 
9 God will give to every Man a Reward ac- 
cording to his Works, whether they be good 
x Cor. xv, Or evil; But, faith the Apoſtle Paul, ſome 
35. Men will jay, how are the Dead raiſed up ? 
And with what Body do they come ? He faith 

Vert 36, to ſuch a curious Enquirer, Thou Fool, that 
. 38, %, 40bich thou Joweſt is not quickned except it die 
„and that which thou ſoweſt, thou foreſt not that 
Body that ſhall be, but bare Grain, it may 

chance of Wheat or jome other Grain; but God 

giveth it @ Body as it hath phaſed him, and to 
every Seed his own Body, All Fleſh is not the 
fame Fleſh ; but there is one Kind of Fleſh 
of Men, another Fleſb of Beaſts, another of 
Fiſhes, and another. of Birds; there are alſo 
Celiſtial Bodies, and Bodies Terreflirial ; but 
the Glory of the Celeſtial is one, and the Glory 
of the Terreſtrial is another ; there is one Glory 
of the Sun, and another Glory of the Moon, 
and another Glory of the Stars ; for one Star 
differeth from another Star in Glory ; fo alſo 
is the Reſurrection of the Dead: It is ſown in 
Cor- 


1 1 
Chtipffan, it 1s ru I Arber 91108 f Fo 


ſton in Dimmu, it it rd, n Glory; i 
aum in Weakntfs, it is raffed in Power; it 41 


ſown u natural Body, # is raiſed a ſpiritual 
Body. There is @ natural Body, and there it d 
ſpiritual Body, We believe, if we faithfoll 
erve the'Lotd while we are here, we (hall 
Wave ſuch glorified Bodies hereafter, us he in 
his Wiſdom ſees fit, and that fatiafies us: But 
che Apoſtle faith, Verſe the goth, Thar FIgh : cor. we. 
au Blood cannot inherit the Ningdom of God; . 
neirber oth Corruption inherit Incorruption. 
Now what we deſire is, that all may know a 


Part in the firſt Reſurrection; . Þoly Rev. na, 6. 
is he that bath a Pur in the fit Refurrectron; 


an fuch the ſecond Death hath no Power. The 

true Chriftitns knew, That they were paſſed , Inn wil 

15 Death to Life, becauſs they loved the 1. 13. 

Brethren: He, faith the Text, that huerb not 

bis Brother, abideth in Death : I Boſbever his 

retb his Brother, is a Murteter, and ] Mun. 

#rbr, Taith John, hath eternal Life abiding In 

tim. And, ſaith Paul, ſhe that lives in Pleas Tin. g 

Jure, is dead 18hile ſbr livethb. White Men and ; 

Women remain in a State of Death and Alie- 

nation from the Lord, they are full of Envy 

and Wrath one againſt another; and they live 

to gratify the luſtful Deſires of the Fleſh ; we 

read, Thut whoſoever derb not Righteouſneſs, is nor, Ieh in. 

of God, neither be that toveth not bis Brothey. ic. 

O that all would ferionfly conſider of theſe 
Things! for it is greatly to be lamented, how 
wide many of the Profeſfors of 5 


— 
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bref: ron the Doctrine of Chriſt and the pri- 
witive-Gbriftians { It is as Men come to.know 


the ſecond Adam, the Lord from Heaven, the 


| quickniogSpirit, to. quicken them, and make 


them alive, that they come to love ane ano- 
ther 25 Chriſtians ought to do; and if all did 
but live in the Spirit and Doctripe af Chriſt, 
they would, not only be full of Love and 
Good. will one to another, but would alſo 


| bring forth other holy and good Fruits ; z and 
they whoſe Fruits are unto Holineſs, their 


End: will be everlaſting | Life. As Men ſow 
in this, World, ſo they may expect. to teap in 


4 the next; we read, That he that ſows ta the 
© Spirit, ſhall of the Spirit reap Life everlaſting; 


and he that ſows to the, Fleſh, ſhall of the Flejb 


reap Corruption. . Men are not only account- 


Able for groſs Sins, but we are told by Chriſt 


our Lord, that a Man muſt give an „e 


In the Day of Judgment for every idle Word 


he nk and = wiſe Man faith, God will 
bring every Work. to Judgment, with every ſe- 
cret Thing,” whether it be good or evil Now 


we think. it not ſafe. for any to be too. inqui- 
ſitive how the Dead (ball, be raiſed, and with 


what Bodies they ſhall come; leſt that Reproof 
of the Apoſtle, thou Fool, ſhould: belong to 
them; but let us all endeavour to live as be- 


.comes the Children of. God, that when we 


leave this World, we may have the comfort- 
able Anſwer of Well dane, enter into the King- 


dom prepared for you fron the Foundation of 


| RefarreQivgs. 1 | — Con- 
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E do not only deny vain, raſh arid aka 


W Swearing port we. alſo conſcientiouſly 
refuſe to ſwear in vj Caſe, or oh an y Account 


whatſoever, becauſe we believe 80 bur da- 


viour, Mat. v. 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, did poſſ- 
twely forbid all Swearing, for he ſaith, Again, 


ye have heard, that'it hath been ſaid by them. f 


old Time, thou ſhalt not for fwear thyſelf, but 
Halt perform unto the Lord thine Oaths. But 
I fay unto you, Sweat not at all; neither by 
Heaven, for it is God's Throne ; nor by i 
Earth, for-it is his Footſtool ; neither by Jerq- 
ſalem, for it is the City of the great Ki 

Neither ſhalt thou fwear by thy Head, becauſe 
thou canſt not make one Hair white or black. 
But let your Communication be Yea, Vea; Nay, 
Nay; for whatſoever is more than theſe, comet 
of Evil. From which it is very plain, that as 
they of 'old allowed true Swearing, but for- 
bad Forſwearing, or Perjury ; ſo our Saviour 
here forbids both the'one and the other, de- 
claring, without any Exception, that what- 
ſoever is more than Yea, Yea; Nay, Nay ; 
cometh of Evil. As for profane, vain and 
raſh Swearing, it was alſo forbidden under 
the Law; for the third Command faith, 


Thou ſhalt not take the Name of the Lord thy Exod, xx. 


God in vain, for he will not hold him guiltleſs 
that taketh his Name in vain. And as this 
| our 
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eur conſcientious Refuſal of an Oath, in all 
Caſes, js grounded upon the expreſs Com- 
mand of Chriſt ; we have great Czuſe to be 
22 to the King N cer for 
heir Favour, by enacting, that our Word, gr 
Affirmation, ſhall paſs in Caſes of Evidgnge, 
inſtead of an Qath. For many of our Elder 
Friends under went gregt and grievous Suffer- 
ivgs, by Eines, Confiſcations, Baniſhments, 
and Impriſonqents to Neath, for this their 
Griſtian Teftimonys Swearing is now bes 
come ſo common, that it may with Sorrow 
be obſerved, that vain agd profane Swearing 
4hounds ; Myltitudes in their commen Con- 
verſation, being guilty of it, in open Def 
ance and Violation, both of the Laws of 
God and Man. 
It is very much to be deſired, that all wha 
profeſs themle]ves to be Followers of Chriſt, 
may live in Subjection to the Spirit of Chriſt 
in themſelves, which leads into all Truth, and 
conſequently to ſpeak Truth on all Occaſions: 
Men and Women under this Influence, may 
be very fafely truſted. And it is a Reproach 
to any under the Denomination of Chriſtians, 
that they cannot be depended upon for the 
Truth of what they ſay. Religion, however, 
is not yet at ſo low an Ebb, but that there are 
many honeſt well-minded People of different 
Profeflions and Perſwaſjons, who have gained 
ſo great Credit and Reputation amongſt ſuch 
as know them, that they are, and can be re- 
lied on for the Truth of what they write of 


ſpeak, 
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ſpeak. ' And werg all to live up to the Der- 
trine of Chriſt, there would be no Occafion 
for Swearing to awe Men into Trath-ſpeak- 
ing; for the Fear of God, which is a ſtranger 
and more forcible Tye than any Oath that 
ever can be made, would always oblige and 
engage them thereunto. 1 

The People called Qyakers are not the only 
People principled againſt Swearing, The Men- 
nonfts in Holland, and in the United Provinces, 
they, and their Anceſtors, haye far a long Se- 
rĩes of Time conſtantly refuſed to take an Oath 
in any Caſe whatſoever ; and the States have 
ſo far indulged them, as to eftabliſb, that 
their Word hall paſs in Evidence, inſtead of 
an Oath ; ſubjecting them who falſiſy their 
Words, to the ſame Penalties as thoſe who are 
guilty of Perjury ; which we hold to be very 
quit and reaſonable, The primitive Chriſtian: 
did generally refuſe to fwear ; and it is obſer- 
yable, that when their cruel Perſecutors ſome- 
times ealled upon them to ſwear, they return'd 
this ſhort Anſwer, Jam @ Chriſtian. Divers 
of the ancient Fathers, and Martyrs, and early 
Reformers, were of the ſame $entiments on 
this. Subject; See Treaty of Qaths, where the 
Reader will find many weighty Reaſons a- 
gainſt all manner of Swearing, ſupported by 
the Example and Practice of eminent Chrifie 
ans, Martyrs, and Reformers, in divers Ages 
of Chriſtzanity ; and as this Subject is tho- 
roughly diſcuſs'd in that Treatiſe, and a full 
Aniver there given to the ſeveral Objections 


uſually 
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uſually made on this Head, the Reader will 
find it well worth his Peruſal; a few Quota- 
tions out of which ſaid Treatiſe, tranſcribed 
from William Penn's Works, Vol. I. p. 626, 
627. 636. 655. 657, are as follows; 


1. POLYCARPUS.* 


The firſt Teſtimony recorded againſt 
Swearing, after the Apoſtles Times, was 
that of PoLycarevus, who had lived with 
the Apoſtles, and was ſaid to have been 
Diſciple to Fobn, not the leaſt of the Apo- 
ſtles: For at his Death, when the Governor 
bid him Swear, defy Chriſt, &c. he ſaid, 
* Fourſcore and fix Years have I ſerved him, 
yet hath he never offended me in any Thing. 
* The Proconſul ſtill urged and ſaid, Swear by 
* the Fortune of Cæſar; to whom Polycarpus 
* anſwered, If thou requireſt this vain Glory, 
* that I proteſt the Fortune of Cæſar, as thou 
* ſayeſt, feigning thou knoweſt not who J am, 
© bear freely; + Iam a Chriſtian. This good 
* Man began his Fourſcore and Sixth Year 


about Twenty Years after James wrote, 


* Above all Things, my Brethren, fwear not; 
and ſeveral Years before Jobn the Apoſtle 
* deceaſed, for he is called his Diſciple.” See 
his Hiſtory and Commendations in Euſebius's 
Eccl. Hiſt. Lib. 4. Cap. 15. . 

| 2, JUS- 
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fle ſuffered Martyrdom at Smyrna about the Year 167, 
+ See che following Teftimony of Baſilides, 
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48. ſome T ime 'before ts Suffering 
itn Mar artyn, ho is the firſt we 
rtrioy of it publiſhed an Ap ogy for 
1e Oriſti ans i in 'the* Year 150,' himſelf 
faith; and a ſecond' after Foy wherein” he 
tells os alter the Doctrine df His 'Maſter, 
N BY Hold not {wear at all, Var"! alvays 
© ſpeak the Truth.” He, that is Chitin, hath 
7 F h¹¹ commanded, Swear not at all; but let 
Jour, Yea be Yea, and your Nay, N. ay; and 
what 1s. more than theſe, 15 of Evil. See his 
Phe | 
Pol lycarpus. © - 
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Fo rlevs and BLANDIN A. 


Euleb.-BeclſyHjP Lib. 5. Cap. x 


_ Under the ſame Emperbr, viz. Nm 
1 Phils ofophus, lays Euſebius, ſuffered alſo 
© Pqiticus of 1 5 Vears of Age, and” Blan- 
ind a Virgin, wich all kind. of bitter Tor- 
me ens; the. Töfſpentôrs now and then 
Ly „ach ip them tb fakar, which hey con- 
naß, refuſed W 
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e was put to Death at Rome, being ſcourges Ang afterwards 
beheaded, Anno 168 


* Ponticus, a Yourh of fifteen Tear of ng 
together with'Blandina;- about the Tear 
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4. BASILIDES* 
Euſeb. Eccl. Hift. Lib. 6. Cap. 4. 

© And in another Emperor's Reign, viz. 
Severus, Bafilides a Soldier of Authority a- 
mong the Hoſt, being appointed to lead Pe- 
© famieng to Execution, and by her convinced 
of the Truth in Chriſt, was after a while 
© required to ſwear, but he affirmed plainly, 
* It ua not lawful for him to ſivear; for, 
* ſaid he, I am à Chriſtian. He did not lay 
© the Unlawfulneſs upon that Oath, but «por 
* ſwearing at all. The Hiſtory only ſays, bis 
© Companions would have him ſwear upon 
© ſome Occaſion or other, not mentioning 

* by what; his Anſwer was, I is unlawful | 
* for me to ſuear; and why? Becauſe, faith 
© he, I am a Chriſtian. The Conſequence is 
plain, Chriſtians took no Oaths, therefore 
© not their Oaths. | 


* Chryſoftom in his Days, about the Year 
© 298, a Man very famous in the Church, and 
therefore ſtiled the Golden Doctor, in his | 
* 15th Homily on Genefs, faith, 4 Chriſtian 
© muſt flee Oaths by all Means, Hearing the 
* Sentence of Chriſt, which faith, 7: * ſe's 
© fo them of old, ye ſhall not Forfwear, but 1 
ſay unto you, Swear nat at all. Let none ſay 
therefore, I ſwear in a juſt Buſineſs : It is 
not lawful to ſwear, neither in a jul} nor 
© unjuſt Thing. 6. The 
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— — _— 
— 

—_ 
— 


Tear 204. 


7 


- 


' > Y © % #My RW OI) =©& Oo po ry 


ECEASEEAM MET 


Q 


167 


6. The WALD ENSEsS. 


The ancient“ Waldenſes, we have good 
© Cauſe to ſay, denied the taking of any 
* Oath in what Senſe the primitive Cbriſtian: 
and Fathers refuſed, and that was altage- 
* ther : To be ſure their Enemies charged 
them with it for above three hundred Years, 
and we cannot find that they then denied 
the Charge: We ſuppoſe none will attempt 
* to prove they did, for they were well known 
in the World as to this Particular. 


7. JOHN WICKLIFEF. 
© Fobn Wicklif, our Countryman, and in 


© his Time Divinity Profeſſor of Oxford, fa- 


© mous for his Learning and Godly Courage, 
in oppugning the Doctrines and Practice of 


© Rome, in the Time of Edward the Third, 


and Richard the Second, about the Year 
« 1370, was accuſed, among other Things, 
for maintaining, that all Oaths which be 
* made for any Contract, or civil Bargain, 
* betwixt Man and Man, are unlawful. 


8. PROTESTANT MARTYRS. 


* Fobn Huſs, ferom of Prague, Walter 
Brute, William Swinderby, William Sautry, 


* Wilkam White, William Michael 
RE E 2 Saaler, 


About the Tear 1310. 
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Sadler, and others, who ſuffered Death for 
the Proteftint Glut are recorded to have 
 refuled/ ad, Swearing; un any Caſe, publick 
or private. ad; bein , l 11 tar) ? 
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IA N co ds, bh foregoing. Mer 
. yatlons, wr. to the.) ead er 
lerious Condens greatly de deſire i 18, 
that all may come 25 J; Erahtte Part of true 
Religion and Chr: 0 5 for altho' a Man 
may believe, ACCOr ing to t e Scripture, in 
God, who created the Heavens gl the Earth, 
and fockabd it to be inhabited. See Iasixly4;18. 

Andialld believe; thay;Ehriſt was tonceivegby 
the. Holy Ghoſt, bat of, the Vicgin Mat. 
and that he wroupg m many jwongde: ful, Ma- 
cles, and ſuttered Death upon the Crols, tas he 
Was Man, for he couid 2 die as he Was God, 

and that he was dead and buried, apd-roſe 
again, and aſcended up to Heaven, and that 
he is. alſo: come again hy his Spirit into Mens 
Hearts; altho'a Man may believe all theſe great 
TiviBs] and all the Aviicles of the Chriſtian 
Faith; all this will not entitle him to a Part 


Fe 


— 
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in the Kingdo of God, unleſs he come to 
Heb ali. OR an holy Lite; for we read, | That without 


_ * Holineſs na Man ſhall ſee the Lord. ' Thou be- 
lieveſt, faith the Apoſtle, there is one God; 
- hou wane Te- Devils alſo believe and 
tremble. 


16 1 


tramůila n rr R vt t bun know, O. 
 #hal Faith Without Makes und. 


in: 


Faitb anithout thy Wbrhi, und I kill hr u thee 
my Farthrobys my Wor bgnid Thi Saints Fairh 
Sue then Vactoryyian wrovghtdy ve, 0 
the purityiogdthhtir Hearts! A haigraRicn) 
Bark oh GhruVianityciz: doo, much ming at 
qnν,ẽBtnʒ̃ ij of chem chat ꝑruſeſs td he ie 


Frog one re An, anditofheep th 
aer Et eee. 0 Rall 
igiog wich will mln * dying Hour. 
99 
ven Fr bis Hdpdivyitie, nod, blelh with. 
pe tiiuſꝛdbage of bw Things tobe full 
de ot Comp to.iꝭH-d themiahgt 
are in Want and Dillesſs, and to:ſtand 
thelküght of the Widbw: and Fatherleſs, this 
is one Part of true Cbriſtianity; but to to 
and-9ppigs the] Widow and Fathatleſs, is 
theſReyerie: of CH iſliauity; many, not only 
„us, but, I hope, alſo among: other 
Societies, have ſo much of the Feat of God, 
that they hate this. The Scripture faith, that 
The Fear of God 15 to "Hate Pride and Arro- 
gancy: and ibe evil May. The more Men 
live in the Fear. of God, there is the greater 
Hatred in their Hearts againſt ill Things ; ; 
butimeny for want of this, bave fallen into 
very. bad Company, and evil Things, where- 
by they have brought great Ruin and Con- 
tempt 


01 ay Aft James ii, 
Bageroiphtnt the Sprrvixt dead, yo Hatub avid: 
aut Hire it dead. /H faith Ine. ri vere 18. 


Fillewessof Chr iſt ee ee rad) James L 
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dempt upon themfelves. : Bad Com 
been the Overthcow of many. My 
the wie Man, 5f Sinwers entice 4 


del. The Enemy of Mens Happineſs deth 


ny has 
faith 


conſent 


often make Uſe - il Inſtruments to draw 


deen drawr inte 


People into ill Things; and as many have 
very wrong and il Things, 


by keeping of looſe and bac Company, fo I 
believe 1 have been 


thr 


But it id very 
learn which: 

t of God, as P 
uuns spit from whic they did 
and there are alſo 4 great many 
Books, that are written by ſach as 


God, wich do greatly tend to 


de read. 


Great Cottrorertiee 150 been, Wes yet are 
among the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity; about 
and another 


Religion: One ſaith one Thing, 


promote 
Piety and Virtue, and are VP prints to 


greatly corrapted, 
ouph reading of corrupt and ill Books'; ſo 
that fome from reading of Arbeiflical Books, 
have arrived to a great Degree of Arher/in. 
profitable to read the Holy 
from the good 
read them in the 
roceed; 


id fear 


another; ſo that I believe many well- minded 


which is the right Way: Now the 
a6: 2, 34+ Peter, by the Direction of the Holy 
has told us, That God is no Reſpe 


ſons, but in every Nation, he that 


People are at a very great ſtand to know 
Apoſtle 


Ghoſt, 


Fer of Per- 
fears God, 


and works Righteouſneſs, 1s accepted with Him. 
Now here are the Terms and Conditions 
clearly laid down, upon which Acceptance 


with 
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with God ſtands; and this is what we deſire 
all People may come to he found in the Prac- 
tice of, that ſo all Bitterneſs and Envy one 
againſt another, about Religion, might ceaſe 
and come to an End, that Truth and Righ- 
teouſneſe may flouriſh in the Eartnn. 

If all did but truly live in the Fear of God 
as they ought to do, there would be an holy 
Harmony among the Children of Men, and 
Love, Peace, Mercy, Truth, Juſtice and Equi- 
ty, would abound among them; but for want 
of this; how doth Strife, Envy, Injuſtice and 
O abound, even amongſt many of 
des profeſs. to be the Diſciples and 
Followers. of Chriſt. O that the Children of 
Men had but in their own Experience, what 
great Reward and Peace there is in living in 
the Fear of God, and in keeping of his Com- 
mands! then they would ſerve him with 
Pleaſure; for there is Peace and Comfort in 
obeying and ſerving the Lord, beyond what 
any are ſenſible of, except thoſe that have it 
in their own Experience ; fo that I believe 
many pious and good People are thankful 
beyond what they can expreſs in Words, that 
they were prevailed upon to ſerve: him. 

And ſuch are concerned in Heart, that 
others might alſo be gained upon to ſerve the 
Lord, that ſo they might be truly happy; it 
is for this End, that many of our religions 
good Friends have travelled from one Land 
and Country to another, in Hazard of their 
Lives; it is alſo upon this Account, that many 
have 
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Tim ii. : 
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wic PHHtÞthat ff pofitble) wy 
n ght: He in ſtrumenth bt — the Chi 
"Mer, 46 "f61#r8 1 thee ofdi7 
2 5 ene 
ſervatidnsʒ if thdy qa hob ey the Lou, they 
will not. all render them 'foceptable 10 his 
Sight > Samuel told St That Obrdiente was 
better than Sacrifices And ts hearkhent the Voite 
of God, Was betttr tan the Hut of: Rams." 
Wien it pleaſed Gol to reach to-the: ipod 
tle Paul, and bring Hin to partake of his 
Love and Goodneſs, bew, did his Bowels 
yern for his Relations and: Kinsfolks after 
the Fleſh;: that the ychight be g ained up oh- to 
ſerve the Lord. Ana his 166k did” 800 only 
reach to them, but to Mafkind univerſally ; 
for in His firſt Epiſtle" td Timothy,” h& faith, 
r. I exhort that Prayers and Mere, &e. - be 


made for. all, Men; and the Apoſtle laboured 


as in Christ's Stead, that Men migbi:be vecon- 
cilad to Gad. O what could a true CHiſtian, 
that hath the Mind ef Chriſt, go thréugh, 

that Men might be won upon to ſerve God 
truly, that ſo they might experience the Love 
and Goodnels of God in themſelves! for the 
Nature of. the Love of God is ſuch; that when 
it prevails ĩd Mens Hearts, then they deſire 
that others might come: to ſhare thereof with 
tbem, as the good Man of old. faid, Come 
taſte.and ſee that the Lord in good.” It i; when 
Men are truly prevailed. upon, bythe Power 


of divine Love, that they eme to be ini Love 
with: God; and to run the Ways of his Com- 
T: mands 
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mands with Cheerfulneſs ; for if there were 
no future Rewards and Puniſhments, that 
Peace and Comfort which they enjoy, who 
truly ſerve the Lord, is very encouraging to 
them to perſevere therein. Friendly Reader, 
if thou believeſt the Death and Sufferings of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who was crucified 
without the Gates of Feru/alem, according 
as the holy Scriptures relate, let not this ſa- 
tisfy thee, but be concerned that thou mayſt 
know the Lord to bear rule, and ſet up his 
Kingdom in thy Heart, then will it be eaſy 
for thee to do the Will of God, and keep his 
Commands. And if thou haſt a Value and 
Eſteem for the Holy Scriptures, do not ſa- 
tisfy thyſelf with only reading the Experi- 
ences of the holy Men of God, that ſpake 
what they were Witneſſes of, who knew a 
being waſhed by the Water of Regeneration, 
but ſeek, that thou mayſt alſo come to the 
Experience thereof in thyſelf. And if thou 
art conſcientious for the outward Water-Bap- 
tiſm and Bread and Wine, be careful thou do 
not reſt in the outward Obſervations, ſhort of 
that inward and ſpiritual Baptiſm and Com- 
munion, which the good Chriſtians of old 
witneſſed ; that thro' the Enjoyment thereof, 
thou mayſt grow beyond the Uſe of the out- 
ward and viſible Sigus: And as thou findeſt 
that ſome of old knew an Overcoming of the 
Enemy of their Souls, and received Power to 
become the Sons of God, conſider what Vic- 
tory thou haſt gotton over the Enemy in 

F | thyſelf, 
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thyſelf. And as ſome People have been too 
inquiſitive how the Dead ſhould be raiſed, 
and with what Bodies they ſhould come, let 
it be thy great Concern to know thou art 
raiſed but of the Grave. of Sin and Iniquity, 
that thou mayſt walk with the Lord in 
Newnets of Life, and live to his Praiſe and 
Glory, whilſt thou haſt a Being here, that 
fo thou mayſt attain to the Reſurrection 

of the Juſt hereafter, 5 
As the Lord in his wonderful Love and 
Mercy, hath ſent the Son of his dear Love, 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to die for the Child- 
ren of Men, whilſt they were Enemies to 
him; I tenderly defire that all may conſider 
the great Love of God to them therein; and 
as he is the Fountain and Author of all the 
Good that we receive, it is greatly to be de- 
fired that his long Forbearance, great Good- 
neſs, and manifold Mercies extended to the 
Children of Men, might engage them to 
Care and Watchfulneſs: We read that the 
i pet. ii. ao. Long-ſuffering of God waited in the Days 
of Noah, while the Atk was preparing ; and 
Gen. vi, 3. When the Lord had long ſtriven with them 
* 5 by his Spirit, and they would not be gained 
upon, then he deſtroytd them all, ſave only 
Eight Perſons that Were in the Ark. It is 
not long fince the Peſtilence did very much 
prevail in France, by which many Thouſands 
were ſwept away. Now as the Lord has 
mefcifully fpated the People of” theſe, Coun- 
tries, and the Britiſh Illes adjacent, in length- 
nn 4 ning 
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ning a Pay of Mercy to them; I deſite that 
his get Goodneſs and long Forbearance may 
lead them to Repentance and Amendment of 
Life; for the Lord, as a tender Father, ſeeks 
to endear the Children of Men to himſelf, 
by his Kindneſs and Love. 

And Friendly Reader, that thou and all 
Men may be prevailed upon to walk hum- 
bly with God, and live ſuch pious and holy 
Lives, that the great and good End for which 
the Lord has made Man, and given him a 
Being upon the Earth, to ſhew forth his 
Praiſe and Glory, may be anſwered, that 
thou and they may be happy to all Eternity, 
is the ſincere Deſire of one of the People 
called Quakers, 


BENJAMIN HOLME. 


If the Reader deſires a more full and par- 

ticular Account of our Principles, there is 
an Apology written by RogeRT BaRcLay, 
Which has been printed in Engliſh, Latin, 
- High and Low Dutch, French, Spanifs, and 
Daniſh, to which he is referred, 
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BOOKS Printed and Sold by Mary Hinpe, 
at No 2, in George-yard, Lombard - ſtreet, 


London, 
A Brief Account of the Riſe and Progreſs of 
the People called Quakers, in which their 
fundamental Principle, Doctrines, Worſhip, 
Miniſtry and Diſcipline, are plainly declared. 
By William Penn. The ſeventh Edition, pr. 15. 

An Account of the Convincement, Exerciſes, 
Services, and Travels, of that ancient Servant 
of the Lord, Richard Davies. With ſome Rela- 
tion of ancient Friends, and the Spreading of 
Truth in North-Wales, &c. The third Edition, 
price 15. 3d. ND 58 

An Account of the remarkable Deliverance of 
Robert Barrow, and ſeveral others, from the de- 
vouring Waves of the Sea, among which they 
ſuffered Shipwreck ; and alſo from the cruel 
devouring Jaws of the inhuman Canibals of 
Florida, taithfully related by one of the Perſons 
concern'd therein, J. Dickinſon. The fourth 
Edition, price 13. 

The Univerſality of the Love of God to Man- 
kind, proved by expreſs Teſtimonies of the holy 
Scriptures : Alſo an Enquiry into the ſcriptural 
Significations of the Words Ele#ion, Ele# and 
Reprobate. By Joſeph Beſſe. price 6d. 

Davideis : The Life ot David, King of 1/rael. 
A ſacred Poem. By T. Ellwood, The fourth 
Edition, price 25s. 6d, 

Primitive Chriſtianity revived, in the Faith 
and Practice of the People called Quakers, By 
William Penn. price 8d. 
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